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*““ She was the bravest of us all—” 


Odette 


CARVE 
HER 
NAME 
WITH 
PRIDE 


by 
R. J. Minney 


(Publishing 18th October) 








aa heroic exploits 

of Violette Szabo, 
the British Secret agent who was shot by the Nazis at 
Ravensbruck in the very closing phases of the war, are 
brilliantly told in this war book that is different. This 
beautiful young girl—who was only twenty-three when she 
was killed—took a main and daring part in the plan to stop 
crack German reinforcements being put into operation ‘after 


the D-Day landings. She was posthumously awarded the George 
Cross for her bravery. 


Illustrated by frontispiece and 24 pages of photographs 
selected from personal and family records. 


16s. net NEWNES | 
































COLOURFUL 
SCOTLAND 


W. S. Thomson 


This is the ideal gift for Scots 
at home and abroad. In fifty- 
three magnificent colour photo- 
graphs, W. S. Thompson has 
captured the spirit of the 
Scottish scene. Every part of 
Scotland is represented and the 
photographs have been taken 
at every season of the year. 
15s. 


LITERARY 
ESSAYS 


David Daiches 


** |. . the range, intelligence 
and humanity of this book 
prove once and for all that its 
author is among our major 
unexpended reserves as a critic 
and scholar’. John Holloway 
in the Spectator. 16s. 


MUSIC HATH 
CHARMS 


Norman Hyde 


An informal history of music 
in Britain in which the emphasis 
is laid as much upon ballad 
singers, street musicians and 
the more humble contributors 
to our musical heritage as upon 
the famous composers. Un- 
usual features include sections 
on campanology and hanging 
songs. 12s.6d. 


Send for list of new books 


OLIVER & BOYD 
Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, 1 
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The Yorkshire 
Dales 


Marie Hartley & Joan Ingilb 


A full-scale book on the Craven Dales in 
the West Riding, the dales of Richmond- 
shire in the North, the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park—history and people past 
and present, archaeology, geology, botany, 
and the social scene. Many drawings and 
colour frontispiece by Marie Hartley; and 
maps. 21s. 


This Feminine 


World 
Mrs Robert Henrey 


Mrs. Henrey ranges, with her natural 
vitality, from Mme. Suzy Volterra, the 
Begum Aga Khan, Mme. Jacques Fath, 
Christian Dior, and the world of fashion 
in Paris, to a moving description of the 
work done for women inside a great 
London ——— Frontispiece portrait in 
colour by Eduardo Malta. 18s. 


Funnily Enough 
John D. Sheridan 


Funnily enough, humour, which is 
commonly regarded as a distortion 
of normal vision, has become, in this 
disrespectful and cynical age, a corrective 
that enables us to see ourselves and the 
things about us in their proper size. 
This fact is richly demonstrated in John 
D. Sheridan’s new book of essays. 
Illustrated by Paul Noonan. 10s. 6d. 


COMING NOVEMBER 8 


Portrait of Pius XII 


Nazareno Padellaro 
An objective and intimate picture of Pope 
Pius, whose mtificate, beyond an 
shadow of doubt, will be found to 
with those of Gregory VII and Innocent 
III as among the most decisive periods in 
Christian history. Translated by Michael 
Derrick. Fully illustrated. 25s. 


Sark Discovered 
The Prospect of an Island 
Leonard Clark 


The first book of its kind on the smallest 
and loveliest of the main Channel Islands 
—its scenic beauties, its history, and its 
people, with an appendix of statistical 


information. 16 pages of half-tone oo 
Ss. 


and a map. 

















AT L A S THIS UNIQUE BOOK provides 


the most modern, original, and ex- 


OF T H E haustive background history to the 


Bible available. It draws from the 

vast fund of discovery and research 

L E accumulated during the last fifty 

years, including the El-Amarna 
archives, the Ugaritic texts, and 


the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. The 
services of skilled cartographers, 


by L. H. Grollenberg OP 
translated and edited by 
JOYCE M. H. REID BA and 


Professor H. H. ROWLEY DD the full resources of the camera— 


including the techniques of aerial 
photography—and the art of modern book production, combine to 
re-create in visual terms the living fabric of Biblical history and 
geography. Maps, illustrations and text together lead the reader on an 
absorbing journey of exploration and rediscovery. The Atlas does not 
concern itself with theology or dogma. Its sole aim is to provide a 
fuller understanding of the Bible. The maps, all specially drawn for the 
Atlas, depict not only relief and political divisions, but also show every 





Biblical locality—town, village, river, sea, mountain, valley and 
desert—which can be identified with reasonable certainty. 


Over 400 outstanding photographs in gravure, the majority of which 
were taken for this work, many of them by the author, have been 
carefully chosen to illustrate several themes; the physical character of 
the Holy Land; the geographical setting of the Bible; the art and 
architecture of ancient civilisations; the achievements of Biblical 
archaeology, and the engrossing discoveries it has brought to light. 
The text serves to compose into a coherent picture the diverse aspects 
of the maps and illustrations. It also provides a summary of Biblical 
history, from the nomad origins of the Chosen People to the Coming 
of Christ and the expansion of His Church. 





The encyclopaedic 26-page index contains every place named in the 
Bible, with the main variants of spellings, as well as the names of people 
with notes on the more important personages. 


35 maps in eight colours, two end-paper maps in six colours, 408 photographs 


in gravure, 26-page index 14” x 104” 166 pp 70s 


Illustrated eight-page brochure from your bookseller 
or from the publishers: 36 Park Street, London WI 


NELSON 





























FABER BOOKS 








The Faber Book of Modern American Verse 
edited by W. H. AUDEN 


An important anthology representing the work of over eighty 
American poets. With an Introduction by the editor. 21s. 


Modern French Stories 
edited by JOHN LEHMANN 


BOOK SOCIETY RECOMMENDATION. “A most varied and refreshing 


collection . . . the tradition of Merimée and Maupassant is very 
much alive.” —v. S. PRITCHETT. 15s. 
The Art of Sculpture HERBERT READ 


Sculpture considered from the aesthetic rather than the historical or 
technical points of view. Illustrated with 225 superb photographs. 


(October 26) 63s. 


Christopher Columbus, Mariner 
SAMUEL ELIOT MORISON 


A striking picture of Columbus emerges from Admiral Morison’s 
absorbing book. He has not only studied the great mariner as an 
historian; he has made three sailing voyages to the West Indies and 
speaks of the hazards from first-hand experience. 


With 12 plates & 12 maps. (December) 2ls. 


Russia Leaves the War GEORGE KENNAN 


A study-in-depth of the crucial period in Russo-American relations 
from the rise of the Bolsheviks in 1917 to Russia’s final departure 
from the war after the treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 1918. 

The author, a former Ambassador to the U.S.S.R., is a Professor 
at the Princeton Institute of Advanced Studies. 


With 16 pages of photographs. (November) 50s. 


Faber & Faber Ltd 24 Russell Sq London WC1 



































IS YOUR COPY UP-TO-DATE ? 


The 18th edition of Kingzett is edited by Ralph K. Strong 
with a team of experts selected from both sides of the 
Atlantic. It provides an up to date, unique digest of 
chemistry and its industrial applications in a form which 
renders it valuable to a very wide section of the community. 
To the chemist engaged in any administrative capacity it 
is, of course, indispensable; less obvious, but no less certain, 
is its value to the economist, the manufacturer, the govern- 





1198 pages ment official, the industrial journalist, the engineer and the 
Price 70s. . al b 
(postage 32 34) commercial buyer. 


KINGZETT’S CHEMICAL ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


‘The new edition more than maintains the fine traditions handed on by its 
predecessors’—Sir Robert Robinson, O.M., Past President of the Royal Society.’ 
22 cm. Pp. xii + 1186, graphs and tables. 


Baillitre, Tindall & Cox 
7-8 Henrietta Street, London W.C.2 











TWO POPULAR ANNUALS 
Photograms of the Year, 1957 


The Annual Review of the World’s Photographic Art. 
102” x 84”. 136 pp. 104 plates inc. full colour. 18s. 6d. net. 


Yachting World Annual, 1957 


A survey of the past season’s yachting, both afloat and in 
the ship-yards. 


ASSOCIATED 11}’ x 8h". 192 pp. Illustrated. 35s. net. 





ILIFFE | NEW TITLES AND EDITIONS 


specialised books Erection of Constructional Steelwork: A Text-book for 
Students and Site Engineers. By Thomas Barron, 
A.M.LStruct.E., A.M.Inst.W. 
82” x 54”. About 240 pp. Illustrated. 15s. net. 


Electronic Computers: Principles and Applications. By 
T.E.Ivall. 8} x 54”. About 160 pp. Illustrated. 25s. net. 


Television Explained: 6th Edition. By W. E. Miller, 
M.A.(Cantab.), M.Brit.1.R.E. Revised by E. A. W. 
Spreadbury, M.Brit.I.R.E. Illustrated. 12s. 6d. net. 


ILIFFE & SONS LIMITED - DORSET HOUSE - STAMFORD ST - LONDON :- S.E.I 
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The Diaries of 
JOHN RUSKIN 
1835-1887 


Volume I: 1835-1847 
Selected and edited by JOAN EVANS 
and the late 17. H. WHITEHOUSE 


Ruskin’s diaries, which cover the 
greater part of his life, have never been 
published before. They are an essential 
basis for any study of Ruskin’s 
development and are full of the acute 
observation that made him one of 

the great Victorian word-painters, 

with a freshness and spontaneity that 
sometimes disappeared in his published 
work. Illustrated 70s. net 


THE WORLD’S CLASSICS 


Undertones of War 
EDMUND BLUNDEN 


Mr Blunden adds a new preface to 
his famous recollections of the 
1914-18 war. 6s. net (11 OCTOBER) 


Modern English Short 


Stories Second Series 


Selected with an Introduction 
by DEREK HUDSON 


These 19 short stories show that the 
art still flourishes in England and that 
some of the most vivid and sensitive 
contemporary writing has been in 

this form. 6s. met (11 OCTOBER) 


OXFORD STANDARD AUTHORS 


The Poetical Works of 


JOHN KEATS 
Edited by H. W. GARROD 


This new edition, entirely reset, of 
the whole body of Keats’s poetry 
replaces that edited by H. Buxton 
Forman, which was first published in 
1908 and has many times been 
reprinted. 12s. 6d. met (4 OCTOBER) 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Dr. I. W. CORNWALL’S 







Bones R 
for the 2 
Archaeologist 


The only study of human and 
animal osteology for archaeologists, 
this authoritative and beautifully 
illustrated work covers the identi- 
fication, reconstruction and preser- 
vation of bone material. 

Demy 8vo 50s. net 


SHAW’S first book 
My Dear Dorothea 


A Practical System of Moral 
Education for Females 
Written when he was 21 and given 
to his friend, Clare Winsten, this 
hitherto unpublished manuscript 
shows G.B.S. at his most brilliant 
in the role of Practical Philosopher. 
Many lithographs by Clare Winsten. 
* Altogether charming ’—* crITIC’ 

in the New Statesman. 
FIRST EDITION, OCTOBER 18 
Demy 8vo 9s. 6d. net 


IVOR GUEST’S 


Fanny Cerrito 
The Life of a Romantic Ballerina 
The author of The Romantic Ballet 
in England has now written the first 
full biography of the greatest 
ballerina of the Romantic Ballet, 
Fanny Cerrito. This frank account 
of her life and circle is illustrated 
with many rare portraits. 
With plates and colour frontispiece 
Royal 8vo 30s. net 


MICHAEL BARSLEY’S 
The Phoenix Book of 


Modern American Humour 
At last a successor to his Phoenix 
Book of Wit and Humour (105th 
thousand)! This is a refreshing 
breeze of Transatlantic laughter: 
here are satire, farce, sophisticated 
lunacy — from Benchley to Perel- 
man. With line drawings 
Large Crown 8vo 12s. 6d. net 
From all Bookshops 


Phoenp 
LhOCTIIN 


Published by Phoenix House. 
38 William IV Street. London, W.C.2 
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PITMAN’S BOOK OF 
SYNONYMS AND ANTONYMS 


5th Edition. For this new edition a number 
of obsolete words have been deleted and a 
number of new antonyms added, thus 
increasing its value as a most handy work 
of reference for journalists, writers and 
speakers. 6s. net. 


BACH’S FUGAL WORKS 


By A. E. F. Dickinson. This book, for, 
the music teacher, the enthusiastic amateur 
and critical listener, forms a study of Bach 
as a writer of fugue. A survey of the organ 
and keyboard work is followed by a chapter 
on the choral fugues and by a comparative 
analysis of texture and structure. Chapters 
are also included on fugue before and after 
Bac Os. net. 


POTTER’S NEW CYCLOPAEDIA 
OF BOTANICAL DRUGS 
AND PREPARATIONS 


7th Edition. An extremely comprehensive 
reference book. With numerous line 
— an pee of plants. Illustrated. 37s. 6d. 

- Both believer and sceptic 
should find this book charming . . . The 
book is illustrated “x nearly 200 delightful 
line engravings . . . "’—The Alchemist. 


PARKER ST . KINGSWAY . LONDON . W.C.2 








A Journal published by the 
British Council as an aid to the 


Teaching of English as a 
foreign language 


English Language 
Teaching 


is subscribed to by several thousand 
teachers in over seventy countries 


Five shillings a year 
Published quarterly 


Write for specimen copy to 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
TEACHING 


65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 


























PRINTED 
CATALOGUE 


CARDS 


A new service of great 
importance to all librarians, 
booksellers and publishers. 


NOW AVAILABLE 


for all items record- 
ed in The British 
National Bibliography 
since Ist January 1956. 


@ The cost is only id. a 
card. § The service is prompt 
- orders are executed in two 
to three days. @ Ordering is 
simple — just a list of B.N.B. 
serial numbers and quanti- 
ties required on your own 


stationery. 


Write for full details and 
specimen cards to 


THE COUNCIL OF THE BRITISH 
NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY LTD. 
British Museum, London, W.C.1. 


















Cc. P. SNOW 
Homecomings 


In this sixth novel of the ‘Lewis Eliot’ sequence we follow 
Eliot from the bitter end of his first marriage, through the 
war to a second marriage, and the beginning of a new and 
hopeful life. 15s. 





PAMELA HANSFORD JOHNSON 
The Last Resort 


The story of a love affair and the uneasy void between the 
dictates of conscience and expediency. 15s. 


COMMANDER CRABB 
by Marshall Pugh 


‘An absorbing story. It is also the account of a brave, 
i resourceful, and individual personality. —The Times. 
8 pages of plates. 12s. 6d. 


ANDREW GRAHAM 
Interval in Indo-China 


‘Acute, imaginative and fresh in outlook.’—The Star. 
‘Refreshing and extremely readable . . . a handsomely 
printed book.’—Eastern Daily Press. \6plates. 12s. 6d. 





J. B. SALMOND 
The Story of the R. & A. 


The history of the first two hundred years of the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. 4 coloured plates, 17 
black and white. 28s. 


MACMILLAN 











The Future of Socialism c. a. r. crosLANp 


A most important and controversial work in which he surveys the past 
history and development of Socialism, analyses the present position and 
forecasts future developments. 42s. 


This is our World LOUIS FISCHER 


A vivid, enlightening and hopeful picture of our condition at the end of the 
post-war era; the author is a rarely qualified and experienced international 
political observer. 35s. 


Passive Resistance in South Africa 


LEO KUPER 


The author is Professor of Sociology in the University of Natal. His book 
is a fresh and balanced analysis of the South African scene and is bound to be 
widely read and appreciated. (October 29) Illustrated 21s. 


Fear God & Dread Nought edited by 


ARTHUR J. MARDER 


This is the second volume of the correspondence of Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Fischer of Kilverstone, from 1904-1914. (October 22) Illustrated 35s. 


Four Worthies WALLACE NOTESTEIN 


The Sterling Professor of English History in Yale University has written 
four short ‘lives’ of Anne Clifford, John Chamberlain, John Taylor and 
Oliver Heywood. (October 22) Illustrated 18s. 


Ladder of Bones ELLEN THORP 


The story of a century’s work by Britain in teaching Nigeria ‘how to live’, 
opening with the arrival at Lagos in 1853, of the first British Consul. 
(October 22) Illustrated 24s. 


Handles of Chance NICHOLAS WOLLASTON 


A delightfully informal and humorous description of a journey started in 
1954 on a voyage to the Solomon Islands, and ended in 1955 at Istanbul. 
Illustrated, with 2 plates in colour. (October 29) 24s. 


TWO NEW NOVELS 


Miss Hogg & the Bronté Murders 


AUSTIN LEE 


Further exciting adventures of his now famous lady sleuth, Flora Hogg, 
started in Sheep’s Clothing and Call in Miss Hogg. (October 29) 13s. 6d. 


Agent from the West DAVID WILLIAMS 


An effervescent and most amusing novel set in what might be Ruritania in 
forty year’s time. 13s. 6d. 


Patnenen JONATHAN CAPE 























IN A GREAT 
TRADITION 


Tribute to 
Dame Laurentia McLachlan 
Abbess of Stanbrook 
by the 
BENEDICTINES OF 
e STANBROOK 


To those who think of monastic 
life only in terms of high walls 
and double grilles, the life, in- 
fluence and friendships of Dame 
Laurentia may seem something of 
an enigma. In Bernard Shaw’s 
words she was ‘an enclosed nun 
with an unenclosed mind.’ and 
this biography of a remarkable 
woman is also a history of the 
Stanbrook foundation because a 
background of the Benedictine 
enclosure is necessary to a full 
understanding of Dame Laurentia, 
Illustrated 255 net 


Book Society 


Alternative Choice 


PIONEERS OF 
POPULAR 
EDUCATION 


HUGH M. POLLARD, M.A. 


A remarkable study showing how 
education in western Europe 
developed from the appalling 
conditions in primary schools in 
France at the end of the Revolu- 
tion up to the spread of the Bell- 
Lancaster system of monitors, 





and the general acceptance of the 
idea of a national educational 
system by 1850. 28s net 


JOHN MURRAY 











CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Pericles 
NEW SHAKESPEARE 


This volume in the New Shakes- 
peare edition has been edited by 
Mr J. C. Maxwell. There is an 
Introduction, Stage History, 
extensive notes and glossary. 
15s. net 


Language and the 
Pursuit of Truth 
JOHN WILSON 


A clear, simple, but never over- 
simplified introduction to the 
studies in linguistic communi- 
cation which concern philoso- 
phers to-day. 8s. 6d. net 


Danish 
E. BREDSD@RFF 


An elementary Danish gram- 
mer and reader. Mr Breds- 
dorff has taught in England for 
the last ten years and his course 
has been proved successful. 
30s. net 


The Pronunciation 
of English 
D. JONES 


Professor Daniel Jones’s hand- 
book on the phonetics of the 
English language was first pub- 
lished in 1909. A fourth revised 
and enlarged edition is now 
available. 12s. 6d. 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 























The Golden Ring 


GIULIANA ARTOM-TREVES 


An informal study of those British and American citizens who settled 
in Florence about a hundred years ago. There were many famous 
names in this community of exiles, among them Robert and Elizabeth 
Browning, Walter Savage Landor and the Trollopes, and also many 
lesser-known but equally fascinating characters. Extensive research and 
skilful use of contemporary sources have enabled the author to create 
a vivid picture of the Anglo-Florentines. The translation is by Sylvia 
Sprigg. Illustrated. 21s. net 


Louis XV 


The Monarchy in Decline 
G. P. GOOCH 


In this new biographical study Dr. Gooch has created, from memoirs 
of the era and other sources, an inspired portrayal of the French 
monarchy in the period of decline which was to iead Louis XVI to the 
scaffold. The King’s upbringing and early environment, the influence 
of his Regent minister and of his mistresses is presented clearly in 
relation to the decline of the Monarchy. 25s. net 


Spectrum 


This miscellany brings together the most outstanding features, long 
and short, which have enlivened the pages of the Spectator in the past 
year or so. Home politics and foreign affairs, economics, literature and 
the arts, and the absurdities which are their frequent by- products are 
all incluged. No more varied or more stimulating comment on the 
events of the year could be found. Ready October. 16s. net 


The Eighth Plague 


DENYS RHODES 


This is a very unusual, very imaginative novel. It is set in an anonymous 
African territory, and the characters are the men and women engaged 
in the life-or-death struggle with the locusts. Mr. Rhodes recently 
spent a considerable time actively studying the subject in the field, and 
he uses the craft of the novelist to present and accentuate the constant 
drama of the anti-locust battle. 13s. 6d. net 


My Two Worlds 


NORAH WYDENBRUCK 


The two worlds of Countess Wydenbruck’s autobiography could hardly 
be farther apart: the fabulous life of Imperial Vienna, the travels in a 
Europe not yet ravaged by a world war—and then the nightmare 
inflation of the postwar 1920s with its legacy of poverty; migration to 
London and the new beginnings from the little that was left. The book 
is full of illuminating anecdote, shrewd portraits, and an overall 
evocation of a past age. Illustrated. 21s. net 


x x x LONGMANS x x x 
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ASLIB 
LESLIE WILSON 


The flow or stagnation of particular knowledge . . . lies at the core of what Aslib 
should regard as its highest purpose and chief duty—Sir Raymond Streat. 


TO an earlier generation than the present, there was ironic amusement in 
the fable of the doctor who charged his patients two shillings for curing 
them, and added £2 to his bill ‘for knowing how to do it’. In relation to 
medical science, at least, specialised knowledge seems not to have been 
sufficiently revered for its part in the healing process to be self-evident. 
Today, after two world wars, every industrialised society has its ills. But 
one thing is clear beyond doubt; specialised knowledge, properly husbanded 
and applied, is everywhere accepted as one of the indispensable ingredients 
of the cure. Charting the sources of that knowledge, and the recording, 
organisation and dissemination of it, are in themselves the reasons for Aslib’s 
existence and Aslib’s basic study. 


Such were the matters which led a small group of people concerned with 
metallurgical research to convene, in 1924, a conference—not with the 
intention of founding a new society but to provide an opportunity for the 
discussion of problems common to persons engaged in the collection, 
processing and dissemination of information in widely different subject 
fields. From these discussions, one over-riding need emerged: the need to 
ascertain the extent and location of the country’s resources of recorded 
knowledge. The desire was also expressed for some method of extending 
co-operation between those present at the conference in their day-to-day 
work. A standing committee was appointed, with financial aid from the 
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust work was started on a directory of 


Cc 583 











sources of specialised information*, and the Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux, now known as Aslib, came into existence with 
the declared aim of ‘facilitating the co-ordination and systematic use of 
sources of knowledge and information in all public affairs and in industry 
and commerce and in all the arts and sciences’. 

In over thirty years, Aslib’s inspiration has suffered no fundamental change. 
Only the range and scale of its activities have altered in an attempt to keep 
pace with the constantly increasing demand for technical, economic and 
other information and with the steady expansion of the number of sources 
from which that information can be drawn. In a world of growing special- 
isation, it is often less important to possess information than to know how 
and where information can be obtained. As a fingerpost to guide an enquirer 
speedily and directly to the information he needs, no matter what the subject, 
Aslib has proved its value over and over again to the research worker in 
industry, commerce and the world of learning. 

In this service, Aslib’s task is greatly simplified by the variety of interests 
of its members. At present, the membership numbers just over 2,000, of 
which about 1,700 are corporate bodies of one kind or another and 300 are 
individuals with a personal interest in library matters. Corporate member- 
ship is open to any organisation engaged or interested in the dissemination, 
collection and use of specialised information; this embraces industrial and 
commercial firms, universities and colleges, technical colleges and institutions, 
national and municipal libraries, learned societies, government departments, 
trade associations and research institutions of various kinds. Not all members 
are British. Some 300 are drawn from overseas and almost all countries of 
any size are represented. So wide is the range of subjects covered by these 
members that no less than fifty-four main classes, from international 
relations to textile technology and from marine engineering to psychology, 
are represented. Such is the reservoir of recorded knowledge to which 
members can contribute their share and on which they can draw in time 
of need. 

To most people it would be disconcerting to be asked, in rapid succession 
and usually over the telephone, by someone to whom a speedy response is 
vital: What is known about the anaerobic bacterial corrosion of iron and 
steel? What is the Portuguese standard method of determining saponification 
values? Are details available of incentive schemes for heavy transport drivers? 
Which firms manufacture machines for making paper clips: What are the 
names of the principal fashion journals in the world: Yet these are the kind 
of questions which member organisations put to Aslib daily. Clearly no 
single organisation could answer efficiently such a variety of questions from 





* Published by Aslib in 1928 as The Aslib Directory: A Guide to Sources of Specialised Information 
in Great Britain and Ireland. New edition in preparation. 
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its own resources. But by knowledge of the resources of other specialised 
organisations, in overseas countries as well as in the United Kingdom, Aslib 
is able to obtain—or to advise its enquirers where to obtain—information on 
virtually any subject. The fact that something like four-fifths of the enquiries 
reaching Aslib are concerned with the industrial applications of science and 
with economic conditions in foreign countries faithfully reflects Britain’s 
preoccupation with the need to increase its industrial production and to 
extend its sales in world markets. It reflects also the lead given by the British 
Government—which has for over twelve years supported Aslib financially 
with grants from H.M. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research— 
to the development of technical and economic information services as an 
essential tool of progress in an industrialised society. 


For Aslib, the provision of answers to specific enquiries, while of im- 
mediate practical value to enquirers, is principally a means to an end. As 
well developed industrial units know, maximum efficiency in information 
service can only be attained by means of an information unit working within 
the individual organisation; an extensive service, such as that provided by 
Aslib, can best help by setting standards of efficiency and by providing those 
information services which, for one reason or another, cannot be economic- 
ally organised by an internal information unit. While Aslib provides 
information in response to enquiries, therefore, it does so first and foremost 
as an educational function—to introduce those firms and other organisations 
which are becoming information-conscious to the great variety of sources 
open to them, to exemplify to them the standards of service which they 
should expect in this kind of work and to encourage, by that example, the 
establishment of an embryo information unit within the firm. 


As with most new undertakings, an information service established on the 
right lines is an information service that will pull its weight in the shortest 
possible time. Authoritative and up-to-date advice can be a decisive factor 
in ensuring such efficiency and, in 1953, with the financial support of H.M. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Aslib inaugurated its 
Consultant Service to fill this gap in Britain’s consultancy resources. Not 
only industrial firms and business houses have availed themselves of this 
assistance; special libraries or information sections in a technical Press 
service, a specialised institution, a firm of architects and a new university in 
the Commonwealth are among the organisations which have sought advice 
on the layout of accommodation in relation to library processes, on the 
factors to be weighed in determining the services to be provided, on the 
choice of staff and equipment, the selection of books and periodicals and 
other media of communication, methods of classifying and indexing and of 
presenting and disseminating information. These are today subjects as 
complex as, for example, accountancy or personnel management, but with 
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Aslib’s pool of knowledge and experience to draw upon the problems which 
they present can be solved before an inauspicious start has made reorganisa- 
tion too disturbing and costly to contemplate. 


Experience has shown that, once a special library or information service 
has been established and has demonstrated its capacity to give prompt and 
effective help, the demands made upon it increase by leaps and bounds. No 
longer does it suffice to produce a particular issue of a journal or a standard 
specification on request. Information from many sources must be collated, 
appraised, distilled and disseminated. Foreign language publications must 
be combed for items of interest and useful data translated for the benefit of 
any whose linguistic knowledge is limited. Scarce or out-of-print documents 
may need to be located and copied. Many information services in British 
organisations are fully capable of dealing with such requests for assistance, 
and much more besides. But from time to time even those most highly 
developed are faced with the need to tap resources different from, or more 
extensive than, their own. 


On such occasions, Aslib’s services can usually fill the gap. Extensive 
bibliographical tools, uneconomical for any one library to purchase for its 
own limited uses, are available for checking references and locations of 
published—and some unpublished—documents. With its roots in the war- 
time scarcity of foreign scientific and technical journals, a photocopying and 
microfilming service has operated in various forms since 1940. For the 
modern research worker, prompt supply of copies of articles, patents, reports 
and similar documents as working tools is essential, and improvements in 
photographic processes have gone far towards meeting this need. The ease 
with which published documents can be photocopied has, however, only 
served to underline the ease with which an author’s copyright may be 
unwittingly infringed. It is, in consequence, part of Aslib’s service—in 
addition to locating the required document and supplying a copy on paper 
or on microfilm—to deal with any copyright formalities that may be 
involved. Projected revision of copyright law in the United Kingdom, to 
define more clearly than at present the limits within which libraries may 
make copies of copyright material, lends added significance to this service. 


Two other forms of direct service should be mentioned. One is the 
maintenance of registers of qualified persons who are available for specialised 
tasks. The names of translators and indexers with special subject knowledge 
can be given and, to maintain the standards set, a report is called for on all 
translating and indexing work performed. Registers are also kept of staff 
seeking full-time and part-time posts in special libraries and information 
departments, and the names of suitable candidates are submitted for 
consideration by employers who notify vacancies on their staff. The other 
service is the maintenance of a location index of unpublished translations of 
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foreign scientific and technical articles. Numerous organisations in the 
principal countries of the Commonwealth notify details of articles they have 
recently translated and subsequent enquirers can borrow a translation usually 
free of charge. 


It should never be forgotten that, whatever services Aslib and other 
organisations supply, the key to an efficient information service is a compe- 
tent information officer, and many of Aslib’s activities aim to help the 
individual to perfect his knowledge and his techniques. The literature of 
special librarianship and information work is extensive and is expanding 
rapidly. It may not be generally known that well over 300 different periodic- 
als are published on these subjects in various parts of the world and most of 
them, together with all books and other relevant material, are received in 
the Aslib library. For the researcher into information techniques and the 
practitioner wishing to extend his knowledge of his job, such a compre- 
hensive stock of literature represents a basic tool. From Aslib’s own resources, 
a not inconsiderable part of that literature, both periodical and otherwise, 
arises. A list of these publications can be obtained from Aslib (4, Palace Gate, 
London, W.8) on request. Full-time training courses in information work 
are not at present provided by Aslib, but many have benefited from short 
introductory and refresher courses organised by Aslib and given by members 
with extensive practical experience of the job. Training for information 
work is still a largely undetermined field and, in addition to the consideration 
that Aslib is giving training requirements, there is much room for indepen- 
dent thought and experiment. Local activities within Aslib’s field of interest 
are arranged by branches in Scotland and the northern and midland counties, 
while various special interests—including textiles, aeronautics, engineering 
and fuel and power—are catered for in co-operative subject groups. Many 
practical aids to good work, such as union lists of holdings of specialised 
periodicals, have their origin in such organised groups of members. It augurs 
well for the future that, as in many other fields, co-operation, not competi- 
tion, has become the keynote of information work in Britain. 


Mr. Leslie Wilson has been Director of Aslib since March, 1950; before that he was Foreign 
Editor of the Times Educational Supplement. His position as a humanist in charge of a pre- 


dominantly scientific organisation faithfully reflects his ideas on the educational needs of the 
times. 
s 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
MUSIC AND MUSICIANS. Alec Robertson. Cambridge University Press 
for the National Book League, 2s.6d. 1956. 18-5 cm. 32 pages. Index. Paper covers. 
(Reader’s Guides, Second Series, 10) 
In the essay that introduces this annotated reading list, Alec Robertson remarks on 
the present-day great interest in concerts, broadcasts of “good” music and talks on it, 
and also on the extraordinary sales of long-playing records, but states that much less 
interest is taken in books about music. Here lies the reason for this Guide: to draw 
attention to books which will not prove unintelligible to the ‘ordinary’ listener, and 
incidentally help to eliminate the cliché: ‘I love music but I’m afraid I don’t know 
anything about it’. (016-78) 


ENJOYING POETRY. A Reader’s Guide. C. Day Lewis. 3rd edition. 
Cambridge University Press for the National Book League, 2s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 
22 pages. Paper covers. 

A reprint of this essay by a well-known poet on the appreciation of poetry—the right 

attitude towards which, he writes, is one of lively acquiescence—is very welcome. 

It was last published in 1951 and the carefully chosen reading list, compiled, as before, 

by W. A. Munford, has been revised and brought up to date. (016-8081) 


ANNUAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE. Vol. XXIV, 1943-44 and Vol. XXV, 10945. Edited for 
the Modern Humanities Research Association by Angus Macdonald and Henry 
J. Pettit, Jr. Cambridge University Press, 25s. each. 1956. 22 cm. 320: 174 pages. 

Although these two volumes have been long in preparation, they are none the less 

welcome. They show what a great deal of material in these subject fields was published 

during three war years. A high proportion of it is in the form of periodical articles, 
and the coverage, for books as well, is world-wide, the British and American editors 
having been assisted by a number of distinguished European scholars. The plan of 
the work follows that of the previous volumes: the Language Section arranged 
according to subject and the Literature Section chronologically, with separate Sections 
for General Works, Bibliography (including Book Production and Librarianship), 
Biography and Academies, Learned Societies, Miscellanies. Although without 
annotations, it is a reference work of great importance. (016-82) 


Children’s Books 

A SURVEY OF BOOKS FOR BACKWARD READERS. 
Compiled by a Sub-Committee of the Bristol Teachers’ Backwardness Research 
Group under the Chairmanship of T. W. Pascoe. Edited by D. H. Stott. University 
of London Press, 4s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 104 pages. Index. Paper covers. (University 
of Bristol Institute of Education Pamphlet No. 9) 

This survey reviews ninety-three books or series (issued by thirty-two publishers) 

suitable for children who are between eight and fifteen years; who are backward by 

more than two years; or who have not attained a reading age of nine years. The 
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reviews are grouped under three main headings—Reading Schemes and Graded 
Series, Supplementary Reading Books and Library Books—and classified under such 
sub-headings as Interest and Appeal, Vocabulary and Style, Contents, and Appraisal. 
Teachers should find the reviews, which are both detailed and critical, most helpful 
to them in choosing suitable material for children who find reading difficult. (028-5) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


PSYCHOLOGICAL COMMENTARIES on the Teaching of G. IL. 
Gurdjieff and P. D. Ouspensky. [Vol. 5.] Maurice Nicoll. Vincent Stuart, 25s. 1956. 
25°5 cm. 260 pages. 

The death of Dr. Nicoll in 1953 interrupted the conversations at Great Amwell House 

upon which these volumes are based. Hence the final work is in no sense a climax of 

the exposition of the teaching of Gurdjieff and Ouspensky but an interrupted record. 

The theme throughout is the attainment of ‘higher consciousness’ through practice 

of what is called the Work. The present text appears to go from extreme obscurity 

to extreme banality without passing through the stage of genuine originality; but the 
impression of disinterested search for enlightenment is conveyed, and those with 
some prior knowledge of Gurdjieff’s teaching will undoubtedly benefit from this 
well-produced series. (149°3) 


CONTEMPORARY BRITISH PHILOSOPHY. Personal Statements. 
Third Series. Edited by H. D. Lewis. Allen & Unwin, 35s. 1956. 22 cm. $16 pages. 
Biographical notes. Index. (Muirhead Library of Philosophy) 

Thirty years have passed since Professor Muirhead edited the last volume of this title, 

and meanwhile a revolution in philosophy has occurred. Yet the current impression 

that British philosophy is exclusively empiricist will be dispelled by a study of these 
essays. Some contributors, notably Copleston, Ewing, Hodges, Paton and Waismann, 
are concerned with the nature and scope of philosophy; others, with particular issues 
in logic and ethics. The result is less ‘personal’ than previous volumes, but more 
relevant and informative. There are some surprising omissions, even though another 
volume devoted to younger writers is shortly to appear. Nevertheless, this com- 
pendium will prove an indispensable guide to philosophical opinion in Britain, and 
may well exert a living influence over several generations. (192) 


REASON AND EXISTENZ. Five Lectures. Karl Jaspers. Translated from 
the third German edition with an introduction by William Earle. Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 14s. 1956. 22 cm. 158 pages. Notes. 

One of the chief difficulties of Existentialism is its tendency to use ordinary words 

with new meanings: hence the German word in the title to signify that which, 

according to Jaspers, is an experience both unique and isolating. Although a number 

of Jaspers’ books are already available in English, the layman is apt to distrust a 

thinker who abhors definition on principle. Mr. Earle’s lucid, if brief, introduction is 

of very great value in rendering intelligible the five lectures of which the book is 
composed. Jaspers expounds the origin of the ‘situation’ in which contemporary 

thinkers find themselves, with particular reference to Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. (193) 


SPINOZA. Stuart Hampshire. New edition. Faber, 15s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
176 pages. Bibliographical preface. Index. 

The issue in more substantial form of a volume first published by Penguin Books 

in the Pelican Philosophy series (see British Book News, March, 1952) is a testimony 

both to the success of that venture and to the merit of Mr. Hampshire’s study. 

Written in a swift-moving style and with easy mastery of subject matter, the book 
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will remain for many years the best short introduction to Spinoza for student and 
layman alike. What is of especial interest is the author’s sympathetic, if critical, 
assessment of metaphysical questions, his reference to the historical background of 
Spinoza’s work, and his views on what constitutes a great philosopher. There may be 
less agreement with certain incidental judgments, such as that Spinoza’s work exhibits 
a ‘majestic impersonality’. (199-492) 


RELIGION 


CONFESSIONS OF AN INQUIRING SPIRIT. Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge. Reprinted from the third edition 1853 with the introduction by Joseph 
Henry Green and the note by Sara Coleridge. Edited with an introductory note 
by H. StJ. Hart. Black, 8s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 120 pages. (Library of Modern Religious 
Thought) 

The aim of the series of which this is the first volume is to make available in cheap 

and readable form certain neglected masterpieces of religious thought. Written in 

epistolary style, this essay sets out Coleridge’s views upon the inspiration of the 

Scriptures. The argument, expounded with unusual simplicity and brevity, has a 

distinctly modern ring: Professor Hart in his introduction Ia ays stress upon the degree 

to which Anglican theology has followed Coleridge’s wise and temperate lead. 


Sara Coleridge’s note defends her father (rather laboriously) against the charge of 
infidelity. (220-1) 


THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS. John M. Allegro. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1956. 18-5 cm. 206 pages. 42 photographs. 2 maps. Bibliography. Indexes. Paper 
covers. (Pelican Books) 

The author is among the foremost English Semitic scholars and a member of the 

international Scrolls team. In view of the extraordinary interest which the discoveries 

have aroused in different quarters, religious and otherwise, this popular account 
intended for the general reader, and anticipating the publication of the greater 
documentary sources, is worthy of mention, both for its relative completeness and 
for its precision. The chapters on the Qumran Sect and the Christian Church are 
of a more specific interest for the patrologue, whose eye will also be caught by the 
names Daniélou and Cullmann in the bibliography. This is a book for carrying 
around and reading at odd moments. (221-4) 


LESSING’S THEOLOGICAL WRITINGS. Selections im translation 
from the German with an Introductory Essay by Henry Chadwick. Black, 8s.6d. 
1956. 225 cm. 110 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Library of Modern Religious Thought) 

This, like the Coleridge volume, is by a writer whose universal curiosity led him 

increasingly to engage in theological speculation. Its publication has the additional 

value of putting at the disposal of students ignorant of German the essential ideas of 
the author. Much of Lessing’s polemical writing was directed against views now 
considered effete; other works, emphasising the importance of private judgment and 
complete tolerance in matters of faith, still exert an influence, for good or for ill, on 

European Protestant theology. Professor Chadwick’s long introduction brings the 

story up to our own day of violently opposed apologetics. (230) 

THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF JACQUES 
MARITAIN. Selected Readings translated from the French by Joseph W. 
Evans and L. R. Ward. Bles, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 376 pages. Index. 


The thought of Maritain is so rich, varied and apparently inexhaustible that a digest 
of its main principles is urgently needed. The present volume admirably fulfils this 
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task with respect to his social philosophy. In applying Thomistic ideas to politics, 

Maritain secks to demonstrate the weakness not merely of totalitarianism but of 

laissez-faire individualism; but his ‘integral humanism’ sacrifices neither liberty nor 

respect for order, and this makes him an invaluable guide both to the Catholic and 

non-Catholic world. Prefaced by Maritain himself, the anthology covers the whole 

— of political theory and the application of theological principles to social 
ro 


problems; it concludes with an impressive ‘confession of faith’. (261) 


ANGLICAN ORDERS and Defect of Intention. Francis Clark. Longmans, 
258. 1956. 22°5 cm. 236 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Pope Leo XIII appointed a commission in 1896 to study the subject of ordination 
which resulted in the Bull ‘Apostolicae Curae’. The Pope declared that Anglican 
orders were invalid on two counts—defect of form (the words spoken) and defect of 
intention (the meaning of the whole rite). This competent volume, which bears the 
marks of detailed research, is an ironical attempt to explore the meaning of the terms 
used in the ‘Bull’ with particular reference to defect of intention and to examine the 
counter-arguments of Anglican apologists. It is argued that the decisive factor in 
determining the validity of form and intention is the objective connotation of the 
Ordinal and that it is at this point that Anglican orders stand condemned. While it 
is doubtful whether the writer will convert his opponents, his work serves to illumin- 
ate the fundamental differences between the Anglican communion and Rome. 
(265-4) 


THE NATURAL HISTORY OF RELIGION. David Hume. Edited 
with an Introduction by H. E. Root. Black, 6s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 76 pages. 
(Library of Modern Religious Thought) 

While Hume’s essay has had little direct influence upon theological thought, it 

represents a point of view of perennial importance in man’s attitude to =m te 

belief. By temperament a sceptic, Hume argues that the original religion of mankind 
was a crude polytheism. Some may find Hume’s attitude to religion abhorrent both 
on account of his restricted idea of faith and on account of his obvious detachment 
from belief; the rationalist will find him a forerunner hampered only by inadequate 
anthropological knowledge. Mr. Root stresses the extent to which Hume, unlike 
other empiricists, found religion more ‘tiresome’ than dangerous: hence his im- 
patience and occasional anger at man’s continued devotion to it. (291) 


PANDORA’S BOX. The Changing Aspects of a Mythical Symbol. Dora 
and Erwin Panofsky. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 30s. 1956. 26 cm. 172 pages. 60 
illustrations. Index. 

This study of Pandora, in Greek mythology ‘the first woman’, who was created by 

Zeus for man’s confusion, and who opened the box containing the world’s evils, 

traces the survival and transformation of a classical myth in the works of artists and 

writers of the Renaissance and modern times: Erasmus, Goethe, Flaxman, Rossetti 
and Klee are some of the diverse names which appear in this complex but absorbing 
story. It is surprising to learn that Pandora never had a box until Erasmus, who 
confused her with Psyche, gave her one in the 16th century, bringing her, in a sense, 
to life again as an iconographical figure. The engaging style in which this learned 
book is written and the numerous illustrations make for pleasant reading, even by 
non-specialists in the iconography of the arts. The authors are distinguished art 
historians who have worked in Hamburg, London and Princeton, New Jersey. 
(292) 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Political Science 


WHAT I THINK. Adlai E. Stevenson. Hart-Davis, 18s. 1956. 21 cm. 
228 pages. 
Those who read Mr. Stevenson’s speeches as Democratic candidate during the 
American Presidential campaign of 1952 and his Call to Greatness (1954) will be glad 
to have this selection of his addresses delivered since 1952. Written in his usual 
exhilarating style, they give his views on a variety of topics of concern to the American 
people, including the crisis in agriculture, medicine and public policy, education and 
foreign affairs. Students of American politics, and the educated public in general, 
will find in the book a clear illustration of Democratic principles as well as an insight 
into the philosophy of an outstanding personality. (320-4) 


THROUGH THESE MEN. Some Aspects of Our Passing History. 
John Mason Brown. Hamish Hamilton, 18s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 314 pages. Index. 
The shrewdness and wit that have contributed to Mr. Brown’s reputation as a 
dramatic critic are abundantly evident in this book. He does not pretend to deal 
with politics either as an historian or as a professional observer. He writes ‘personally 
and in terms of personalities about certain events and contemporaries’. After an 
extremely entertaining account of a National Convention in Chicago, he turns to 
an examination of Presidents, politicians, pundits, scientists and others, and of their 
background. Mr. Brown’s comments occasionally have a sharp edge, but the great 
majority of his readers, when they lay the book down, will be more apt to remember 
the sincerity of his tributes, his human touch and the deftness with which he presents 
his material. (320-973) 


CONSPIRACY AMONG GENERALS. Wilhelm von Schramm. 
Translated from the German and edited by R. T. Clark. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 
1956. 22-5 cm. 216 pages. 8 illustrations. Chronology. 


This is a fascinating story about events in Paris after the unsuccessful attempt to 
assassinate Hitler in July, 1944, and is written by one who was concerned in the plot. 
In Paris, the hub of the German occupation, there was a determined group of high- 
ranking conspirators headed by the Military Governor, General von Stuelpnagel, 
who was in liaison with Rommel, commanding the defences in Northern France 
against the Allied invasion. Not knowing that the attempt had failed, the Paris group 
had arrested all staunch adherents to Hitler, and the story deals in detail with events 
and actions which took place when the truth was known. Extremely well written, 
it is historically valuable and dramatically interesting. (323-2) 


DESPATCHES FROM THE GOVERNORS OF KENYA, 
UGANDA AND TANGANYIKA AND FROM THE AD- 
MINISTRATOR, EAST AFRICA HIGH COMMISSION, 
COMMENTING ON THE EAST AFRICA ROYAL COM- 
MISSION 1953-1955 REPORT. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 7s. 1956. 24-5 cm. 198 pages. Tables. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9801) 

The lengthy report of the Royal Commission on Land and Population in East Africa, 

issued in 1955, has created widespread interest and stimulated much discussion. This 

book gives the reactions of the governments of the three territories concerned on 
matters affecting their own areas, and of the East Africa High Commission on the 
inter-territorial problems. The most detailed consideration came from Kenya and this 
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occupies 106 pages, but in all cases the practical advantages and difficulties are indicated 
and the volume is an essential addition to the original report for anyone studying 
the economic and financial future of this most important area of Africa. 


(325-342) 


A PARLIAMENTARY DICTIONARY. L. A. Abraham and S. C. 
Hawtrey. Butterworth, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 232 pages. Index. 


A useful new reference book, containing in alphabetical form authoritative statements 
on expressions in common usage in the Houses of Parliament. All important topics 
are discussed, and the subject index shows under what other headings a particular 
topic is treated. Of the authors, Mr. Abraham is Piincipal Clerk of Committees and 
Mr. Hawtrey a Senior Clerk in the Journal Office, House of Commons. This is a 
valuable guide to parliamentary procedure. (328-03) 


PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 
P. A. Bromhead. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 228 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A useful work on Private Members’ Bills in the Parliament of Westminster by a 

lecturer in political theory and institutions in the Durham Colleges. The first chapter 

is on the organisation of the time available to Private Members, which is followed by 
an historical survey of Private Members’ Bills and of the interest shown in the debates 
on them since 1900. Subsequent chapters deal with the Government’s attitude 
towards, and treatment of, Private Members’ Bills, the role of outside associations 
and royal commissions in connection with these bills, the criteria of suitability of 
subjects for Private Members’ Bills and alternative methods of proposing legislation. 

Six appendices give relevant texts and tables. (328-42) 

Economics 

A REVISION OF DEMAND THEORY. Jj. R. Hicks. Oxford 
University Press, 18s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 206 pages. 22 diagrams. Index. 

The author, Drummond Professor of Political Economy in the University of Oxford, 

has revised in this book the first three chapters of his Value and Capital (1939), 

incorporating his further reflections and also adapting the treatment to those who 

prefer a non-mathematical approach. He retains and adds to the traditional static 
theory of consumers’ behaviour, but uses some of the methods of P. A. Samuelson 
and others of the ‘revealed preference’ school (with whose theories, however, he 
disagrees) to simplify his argument. Students and teachers of economics, already 


familiar with his The Social Framework and other well-known works, will welcome 
this further study. (330-1) 


WOMEN’S TWO ROLES: HOME AND WORK. Alva Myrdal 
and Viola Klein. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. Diagrams 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (International Library of Sociology and Social 
Reconstruction) 

Shortly after the war the International Federation of University Women distributed 

questionnaires in many countries for the purpose of an international survey of the 

needs for social reforms to enable women to reconcile family and professional life. 

The authors of this book have used the replies and have collected a large body of 

further sociological facts to show the problem as it exists in the most highly 

industrialised countries of today. They discuss, with statistical illustrations, the extent 
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and possibilities of industrial and professional work among married women of various 
ages, providing an invaluable store of information which has not previously been 
available. (331-4) 


MONETARY THEORY AND PRACTICE, J. L. Hanson. 
Macdonald & Evans, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 374 pages. 2 diagrams. 39 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is a clearly written basic work for general readers or students of intermediate 

level (including banking students) who may or may not wish to carry their studies 

further. After a general survey of the British monetary system it explains the working 
of foreign exchange and the determination of the value of money, discusses saving, 
investment and monetary policy and gives a brief account of banking in the United 

States, France and Australia. Dr. Hanson, who is a lecturer in economics in Hudders- 

field Technical College, is the author of A Textbook of Economics, Economics for Students 

and The Structure of Modern Commerce. (332°4) 


YEAR BOOK OF AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATION, 1956. 
Edited by the Horace Plunkett Foundation. Blackwell (Oxford), 30s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 
388 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


As usual, this year book presents the latest available information on agricultural 
co-operation in many different parts of the world, the reports in this edition covering 
as many as fifty different countries and territories. These include three comprehensive 
articles of outstanding interest. Sir Malcolm Darling compares Land Reform in Italy 
and Egypt; Sheila Gorst describes, and makes certain comparisons between, 
Agricultural Co-operative Federations in France and the United Kingdom, and 
P. G. Gorst gives a very full report on New Co-operative Developments in 
Yugoslavia. (334°6) 


THE LAW OF STAMP DUTIES. Jj. G. Monroe. 2nd _ edition. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 27s.6d. 1956. 25 cm. 238 pages. Tables. Index. 
This work, first published in 1954, has met a need to provide a textbook on British 
stamp duties in narrative form. The author, who is a barrister-at-law, has made a 
number of alterations in this edition which clarify the text and add to the information 
supplied. After a chapter on general principles, chapters deal with the fixed stamp 
duties, stamp duties on different legal documents such as conveyances on sale, leases, 
mortgages, bond covenant duty, settlements, voluntary dispositions, commercial 
contracts and the share and loan capital of corporations. The final chapter deals with 
exemptions and reliefs. (336-272) 


HANSON’S DEATH DUTIES. toth edition by Henry E. Smith. Sweet 
& Maxwell, 126s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 1,290 pages. Tables. Index. 


The ninth edition of this long established treatise on the British law of death duties 
was published in 1946, and there have been considerable changes as a result of several 
annual Finance Acts since then. The first part contains chapters on death duty law 
and practice, including a chapter on death duties in Ireland. Part two sets out in 
annotated form those parts of the fifty-nine finarice and other acts since 1894 relating 
to death duties. Part three is on international agreements in relief of double taxation, 
again annotated. Appendices give rules of court for England and for Scotland, a list 
of forms used and a table of values of annuities. The editor is Assistant Controller of 
Death Duties. (336-276) 
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THE AUSTRALIAN WHEAT-GROWING INDUSTRY 1788- 
1948. Edgars Dunsdorfs. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): 
Cambridge University Press (London), $$s.6d. 1956. 24 cm. $60 pages. Maps. 
Diagrams. Index. 

Although Dr. Dunsdorfs arrived in Australia only after World War II, he has 

produced a work of patient and painstaking scholarship on the history of one of the 

most important industries of his adopted country. The basic approach is statistical 

but, in tracing the reasons for the quantitative development of wheat production, a 

wide and complex range of matters is thoroughly dealt with: the history and 

character of technical advances, their effect on cost of production, the relation between 
cost of production and prices, and the dependence of prices on internal and external 

market forces, governmental intervention and international agreements. —_ (338-17) 


Law 
TALES OF THE CRIMINOUS. A Selection from the works of William 
Roughead made and edited by W. N. Roughead, together with fourteen letters 
to the author from Henry James. Cassell, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 278 pages. 
3 illustrations. 
A second selection of murder cases from the papers of the late William Roughead. 
There are six in all, ranging in time from 1600 to 1935, and they are told with clarity 
and vividness. All are true. The volume also contains his essay on “The Enjoyment of 
Murder’, which will interest every student of human nature, and letters from H 
James testifying to the rare delight he took in William Roughead’s work. Most of 
the trials reported here took place under Scottish law and most of them ended with a 
verdict of ‘Not Proven’. The reader is therefore at liberty to reach his own conclusions 
on the evidence presented. This is a book for the connoisseur in crime as well as the 
layman. (343-1) 


THE LAW LIST, 1956. Edited by Leslie C. E. Turner. Stevens & Sons, 30s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 2,518 pages. Index. 
The standard directory of the English legal profession. As in previous years, the first 
130 or so pages give information about courts of law and other public legal offices. 
The second part deals with the barristers’ profession, while the third and largest part 
lists solicitors, firstly in London and then in the provinces, followed by an alpha- 
betical index. This list is published by the authority of the Law Society, in so far as 
it relates to certified solicitors practising in England and Wales. (347-058) 


SUTTON AND SHANNON ON CONTRACTS. sth edition by 
K. W. Wedderburn. Butterworth, 32s. 6d. 1956. 22 cm. 660 pages. Tables. Index. 
The new edition of this standard textbook on the English law of contract has been 
thoroughly revised and expanded by the editor, who is a lecturer in law in the 
University of Cambridge. The editor has rewritten or considerably changed a large 
number of sections, and has added references to notes and articles in legal periodicals. 
The work is in six parts. The first is on forms of contract, the second deals with 
matters affecting the validity and enforceability of contracts, the third is on discharge 
and the fourth on remedies for breach of contract. Part five is on assignment of 
contract and joint liability and the final part is on agency. (34774) 


CHARLESWORTH ON NEGLIGENCE. J. Charlesworth. 3rd edition. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 84s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 748 pages. Tables. Index. 

There have been extensive developments in the English law of Tort since the second 

edition of this standard treatise (1947), and large portions of the book have been 
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rewritten, particularly those dealing with the law of master and servant. The first 
five of the thirty chapters are general. The author then treats the law relating to 
negligence on the highway, dangerous premises, dangerous things, such as water, 
fire and animals, and dangerous chattels. Later chapters deal with master and servant, 
professional and other skilled persons and schools, followed by chapters on subjects 
such as contributory negligence, the Fatal Accidents Acts and damages. Dr. 
Charlesworth is a Judge of County Courts. (347°5) 


THE QUANTUM OF DAMAGES. Vol. 2. Fatal Injury Claims. David A. 
Mcl. Kemp and Margaret Sylvia Kemp. Sweet & Maxwell, 32s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 
346 pages. Tables. Index. 

This is a companion volume to the authors’ Quantum of Damages in Personal Injury 

Claims (1954). The work furnishes authenticated reports of awards made in the 

Courts which should be of value to all concerned with assessment of damages arising 

from fatal accidents. The work is in three parts: the first deals with claims under the 

Fatal Accidents Acts, the second sets out the facts of cases dealing with various aspects 

of the law relating to claims under the Fatal Accidents Acts, and the third comprises 

claims under the Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1934. (347°5) 


THE NATURE OF AFRICAN CUSTOMARY LAW. T. Olawale 
Elias. Manchester University Press (Manchester), 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 330 pages. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This book purports to be ‘an analysis of the basic concepts underlying African law 

and the interpretation of these against their social and juridical background”. It is, 

however, largely an attempt to show that, despite certain obvious differences in 
content and method, African law is in fact fundamentally similar to all other legal 
systems. The author, a barrister of Nigerian origin, makes good his argument against 
the more extreme views sometimes expressed to the contrary; but his indiscriminate 
use of sources, and complete neglect of the voluminous and important German 
literature, renders his otherwise interesting and useful study less valuable than it could 
have been. (349°6) 


Military Science 

THE UNIFORMS AND HISTORY OF THE SCOTTISH 
REGIMENTS: Britain-Canada-Australia-New Zealand-South Africa, 1625 to 
the Present Day. R. Money Barnes in collaboration with C. Kennedy Allen and 
Thomas B. Beatty. Seeley Service, 30s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 352 pages. 12 plates in 
colour by the author. Drawings in text by T. B. Beatty. Index. 

This book tells the story of the regiments raised in Scotland or founded by Scotsmen 

elsewhere from 1625 to the present day. In addition to covering a wide field of 

military history, the text gives details, with illustrations, of uniforms, weapons and 

the Scottish pipes—‘the one musical instrument which has legally been sdjudged a 

weapon of war’. The colour plates will be useful to designers and theatrical costumiers, 

while librarians and students will welcome a companion volume to the same author’s 

History of Regiments and Uniforms of the British Army. (355-0941) 


Social Welfare 

ROYAL NORTHERN HOSPITAL, 1856-1956. The Story of a 
Hundred Years’ Work in North London. Eric C. O. Jewesbury. H. K. Lewis, 
17s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 170 pages. $9 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

Since its foundation in 1856 by Sherard Freeman Statham, a young surgeon whose 

promising career at University College Hospital was cut short by indiscretions, the 
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Royal Northern Hospital has served the poorer districts of London. Many famous 
medical men have worked in the hospital, amongst them Robert Bridges, who later 
became Poet Laureate, and Lord Horder, who was connected with the hospital from 
1899 until his death. Statham died two years after the hospital’s opening, yet so 
firmly had he established it that it survived the vicissitudes of a voluntary hospital and 
now, under the National Health Service, continues with some financial stability and 
with its traditions unshaken to serve London. (362-11) 


CLARKE HALL AND MORRISON’S LAW RELATING TO 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS. sth edition by A. C. L. 
Morrison and L. G. Banwell. Butterworth, 90s. 1956. 25 cm. 780 pages. Tables. 
Index. 

This has become the standard treatise on the care and protection of children and 

young persons in Britain. Since the last edition in 1951, there have been many new 

statutes, statutory instruments and decided cases. Of the seven divisions, the first and 
main one comprises the text of the Children and Young Persons Acts, 1933-56, with 
full annotations, section by section. Subsequent parts deal with child care, child life 
protection, adoption, guardianship and marriage of infants, legitimacy, and family 
allowances. Of the editors, Mr. Morrison was formerly Senior Chief Clerk of the 
Metropolitan Magistrates’ Courts and Mr. Banwell is the Chief Clerk of Bow Street 
Magistrates’ Court. (362-7) 


Education 


% CATHOLIC EDUCATION. An Educational Review. No. 1. 1956. 
Catholic Education Council for England and Wales. 3s. annually. Ad hoc supplements 
3s. cach. 21-5 cm. 

This new review, which will be concerned more with the fundamental aims of 
education than with details of administration or curricula, has devoted the main 
articles of its first issue (one of them by a member of the Dutch Reformed Church) 
to an examination of “The justification for voluntary schools and their relation with 
parents and the State’. It also contains reviews of recent books on education. The 
next issue will be devoted to the Arts in Education. The journal will probably be 
read chiefly by those interested in the Catholic theory of education, though it also 
aims to improve the content and methods of teaching in Catholic schools. —_ (370-5) 


EDUCATION IN NEW INDIA. Humayun Kabir. Allen & Unwin, 
21s. 1956. 22° cm. 222 pages. Index. 
As a former Secretary to the Indian Ministry of Education, Mr. Humayun Kabir is 
eminently qualified to explain the educational pattern of the new India. He writes 
well and the result is an excellent book. He discusses the problems of the immediate 
post-partition period and describes how they are being tackled. It is a great experiment 
and from this tremendous effort there is emerging a synthesis of East and West. 
What was best in the British system has been retained and incorporated into the 
Indian tradition. There is, for example, the University Grants Commission of which 
Mr. Kabir is a former Chairman. Small wonder, therefore, that he has written so 
lucidly and impartially on the Indian Universities. He has contributed an equally 
detached survey of the status of the English language in his country and embodies 
his own valuable ideas on the role of education in a modern State. (370-954) 
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THE EDUCATION OF DULL CHILDREN AT THE PRIMARY 
STAGE. Cheshire Education Committee. University of London Press, 12s.6d. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 176 pages. 12 diagrams. Index. 

This report of an investigation into the educational needs of dull children gives 

valuable advice to teachers on the best methods of meeting these needs. The intro- 

duction considers the general characteristics of dullness, and indicates methods of 
detecting this disability among children while they are still in the infant school, so 
that an early start may be made in teaching them correctly. The chapters which 
follow are devoted to social training and to special techniques in the various subjects 
of the curriculum. (371-921) 


LINGUISTICS 


BELLOWS’ GERMAN DICTIONARY. German-English: English- 
German. 3rd edition. Longmans, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 696 pages. 2 tables. 
The new edition of this well-known dictionary is the first since 1915 to have been 
submitted to major revision. Reset in Latin type throughout, the print is clear, 
though rather small. New word-material and ‘ditional grammatical information 
have been introduced, and the illustrative phrases, though not copious, are a useful 
feature. The former system, characteristic of this dictionary, of allotting one half of 
the page to German-English and the other half to English-German has been 
abandoned in favour of the normal method. The German-English section of the 
Pocket Oxford and the English-German section of the Penguin dictionaries are in a 
class by themselves for their particular excellencies, but the new Bellows, in both its 
parts, may be recommended as the best medium-sized, semi-pocket work of the kind 
produced since the war, and it is inexpensively priced. (433-2) 


PURE SCIENCE 

Physics 
PHYSICS IN MY GENERATION. A Selection of Papers. Max Born. 

Pergamon Press, 40s. 1956. 22 cm. 240 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
This selection of popular addresses and articles by Professor Born, dating over a 
period of thirty years, forms in part a scientific autobiography but, more important 
still, it traces the changing attitude to some of the fundamental concepts of science 
which has resulted from the ideas of relativity and quantum mechanics. The author 
has played an important part in the development of the fundamental concepts of 
which he writes and his close personal relations with other leading physicists enables 
the reader to obtain further insight into the background from which the present 
generally accepted ideas have evolved. Professor Born is well-known for his lucid 
exposition of difficult subjects, shown here in his treatment of statistical processes, 
quantum mechanics and the philosophy of physics. (530-4) 


*®JOURNAL OF FLUID MECHANICS. Vol. 1, Part 1. May 1956. 


Editor: G. K. Batchelor. Taylor & Francis. 20s. per copy; 110s. per annum (6 parts 
to a vol.). 26 cm. Illustrated. 
This new bi-monthly journal is devoted to theoretical and experimental investigations 
of all aspects of the mechanics of fluids. With such a distinguished editor as Dr. G. K. 
Batchelor of Cambridge University, and an eminent international editorial board, it 
is assured of a high technical standard. Judging from the first number the scope is 
commendably wide and international, ranging from meteorology, oceanography, 
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molecular gasdynamics to low and high speed aerodynamics. If the high standard 
of the first issue is maintained, the journal will be widely read by all those interested 


in the more mathematical aspects of fluid flow. ($32-05) 


ENGINEERING FLUID MECHANICS. Charles Jaeger. Translated from 
the German by P. O. Wolf. Blackie, 60s. 1956. 24 cm. $48 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


Expertly translated, the English version of this textbook contains considerable 
additions to the German original. Dr. Jaeger, a distinguished Swiss engineer, is now 
consultant to the English Electric Company. He has lectured for many years at the 
Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich, and at Imperial College, London. His work 
on water hammer and surge problems is world-famous. The book comprises four 
main sections: physical basis of hydraulics, steady flow (open channels), unsteady 
flow (surges, waves and water hammer), and ground water flow. Valuable appendices 
give empirical data on flow in pipes, fittings, and channels. The index, references 
and bibliographical notes are unusually complete and are drawn from an inter- 
national field. This is a specialised textbook on civil engineering hydraulics which 
every advanced student and engineer will wish to have. It is likely to be a standard 
work of reference for many years, particularly in the field of unsteady flow aor 
$32°5) 

FLOW OF GASES THROUGH POROUS MEDIA. P. C. Carman. 
Butterworth, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 192 pages. 22 diagrams. 27 tables. Bibliography. 

Indexes. 

Every scientist who works with gases, particularly the industrial scientist concerned 
with dynamic absorption, chromatography, gas separation, fluidisation, soil 
mechanics, etc., is confronted sooner or later with the subject matter of this book. 
The author loses no time in plunging the reader straight into the theory of restricted 
fluid flow, which is extended and amplified as the book proceeds. The technical 
applications of the subject are not extensively discussed, but are alluded to in 
numerous references at the end of each chapter. This is not a large volume, so that 
it can be very easily read and digested by anyone who is new to the subject and yet 
wishes to become expert in it. (533-1) 


THE INTERFERENCE SYSTEMS OF CROSSED DIFFRACTION 
GRATINGS. Theory of Moiré Fringes. J. Guild. Oxford University Press, 25s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. 27 photographs. 7 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Monographs on the Physics and Chemistry of Materials) 

Since modern techniques for producing finely ruled gratings relatively cheaply have 

made it possible to use moiré fringes in the control of certain precision engineering 

operations, the subject matter of this monograph has acquired a greatly enhanced 
importance. The author is an acknowledged expert in the field of experimental 
optics and his admirably lucid little book, which is intended for the physicist rather 
than the engineer, deals mainly with the diffraction theory involved and the effects 
of grating defects on the fringe systems. Nevertheless, the opening and closing 
chapters provide an interesting survey of the uses of moiré fringes and their probable 
importance in the field of automation. (535°3) 


X-RAYS: THEIR ORIGIN, DOSAGE AND PRACTICAL 
APPLICATION. W. E. Schall. 7th edition. Wright (Bristol), 42s. 1956. 25 cm. 
340 pages. 76 plates. 339 diagrams. 39 tables. Index. 

The principles of basic and radiation physics, electricity and apparatus are clearly 

described and illustrated by plates and diagrams in this textbook for the radiographer. 
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To the current revised edition have been added the fundamentals of radiation from 
radioactive substances and brief descriptions of recent developments in equipment. 
Three chapters on X-rays in medical diagnosis, in therapy and in industry discuss 
their practical application. A final chapter gives essential information regarding 
protection. ts 35°66) 


PROGRESS IN SEMICONDUCTORS. Vol. L General Editor: 
Alan F. Gibson. American Editor: R. E. Burgess. Euro Editor: Professor 
P. Aigrain. Heywood, sos. 1956. 25-5 cm. 228 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This volume, the first of a projected annual series, fills an important gap in the 

literature of a field which is growing so rapidly that those qualified to review the 

subject have generally been too much occupied with original research to tackle this 
problem. Among the many valuable contributions are up-to-the-minute reviews 
of the progress in silicon and germanium research and of techniques for the design 
of high-frequency transistors, as well as discussions of such relatively new phenomena 
as the photo-magneto-electric effect and the field effect in semi-conductors. The 
authors and editors are all active in the semi-conductor research field and the book is 
to be recommended both to the specialist and to the man who wishes to keep abreast 
of developments in related aspects of the subject. (537°22) 


Chemistry 
PROGRESS IN NUCLEAR ENERGY. Series 3. PROCESS 
CHEMISTRY. Vol. 1. Edited by F. R. Bruce, J. M. Fletcher, H. H. Hyman, 
J. J. Katz. Pergamon Press, 84s. 1956. 23°5 cm. 420 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
The present volume covers all aspects of the chemical processing of uranium, 
plutonium and thorium, from the extraction chemistry of the fissile materials to the 
separation of useful isotopes produced as by-products of the nuclear reaction. 
Considerable space is devoted to separation processes for recovery of unconsumed 
fuel and for the isolation of fissile material produced in the reactor. Many of the 
contributions are based on papers presented to the Geneva Conference on the 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy, and these, hitherto unpublished and specially 
prepared for this volume, are the work of scientists actively engaged in research in 
England and America and may all be considered authoritative. As far as security 
considerations will permit, the volume gives a completely up-to-date account of 
research and progress in this field. (541-23) 


VACUUM DEPOSITION OF THIN FILMS. L. Holland. Chapman 
& Hall, 70s. 1956. 23 cm. 452 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 
The author has used the thread suggested by his title to connect a number of otherwise 
unrelated subjects within a very readable volume. There are 557 references in the text, 
so that the work is comprehensive enough for the specialist. Nevertheless, the work is 
clearly written and suitable for general reading. The first half of the book deals with 
the techniques of film deposition and the properties of deposited films, while the 
remainder deals with applications, including thin films of electrical and optical 
purpose, decorative applications, shadow-casting and the preparation and uses of 
metal oxide films. (541-375) 
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QUANTITATIVE METHODS OF ORGANIC MICROANALYSIS. 
S. J. Clark. Butterworth, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 264 pages. Illustrations. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author, a research analyst, gives in this book working details of many modern 

methods of organic microanalysis, including the determination of common elements 

and groups and the microdetermination of a number of physical and chemical 

properties. The descriptions are adequate and there are numerous line drawings. A 

short but concise discussion in which other work is mentioned precedes the 

descriptions of selected methods, and the sections are rounded off by short biblio- 
gtaphies. A very considerable amount of information which is not readily available 
is collected and presented in an attractive mam-er. The book is recommended to 

practising microanalysts. (545) 


ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. Louis F. Fieser and Mary Fieser. 3rd edition. 
Chapman & Hall, sos. 1956. 24 cm. 1,118 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This third edition of a work that has become a standard advanced textbook on organic 
chemistry in the U.S.A. and has found considerable acceptance in Europe has been 
carefully revised to include sections on the structure of reserpine and vitamin B,, 
and the total synthesis of aldosterone. There is a slight bio-chemical bias intended for 
the medical student but this does not detract from the wider suitability of the book. 
It is suggested that sections on recent developments should interest the industrial 
chemist; in Europe this aspect is better covered by annual publications more fully 
documented with references to the original recent literature, but apart from this the 
new edition does all it sets out to do in a masterly fashion and the student will 
undoubtedly retain his copy for many years as a work of reference. (547) 


THE CHEMISTRY OF HIGH POLYMER DEGRADATION 
PROCESSES. Norman Grassic. Butterworth, 42s. 1956. 22 cm. 350 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The author is a lecturer in macromolecular chemistry in Glasgow University and 

until recently worked with Professor H. W. Melville at Birmingham where he made 

an original contribution to high polymer research. He takes a wide view of his 
subject, including depolymerisation, chemical degradation and breakdown by 
deterioration of polymer molecules. All these are treated from a scientific rather than 

a technological point of view. The mechanisms and interpretation of the processes 

encountered are carefully discussed. The presentation is lucid and the treatment 

comprehensive. Each chapter is followed by a bibliography. There is no other 
modern account of the full range of topics discussed. The book should be of interest 

to all engaged in polymer chemistry, and can be strongly recommended. (547-013) 


IRRADIATION COLOURS AND LUMINESCENCE. A 
Contribution to Mineral Physics. Karl Przibam. Translated from the German and 
revised in collaboration with the author by John Espenett Caffyn. Pergamon Press, 
63s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 346 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Indexes. 

Professor Karl Przibam has conducted research on irradiation colours and lumin- 

escence of crystals during the past forty years and has made many contributions to 

the subject. His book is mainly an account of experimental work and results, very 
little detailed theory being given, though in the chapter on “Theoretical Treatment’ 
there is discussion of the physical principles involved, with full references which 
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enable more complete mathematical treatments to be consulted. The existing 
knowledge is summarised in a clear, succinct exposition, and there are forty-nine 
pages of references which probably cover all important contributions to the subject 
and render the work an invaluable guide to the research worker in this field. 


(549°12) 


Biology Natural History 


PROGRESS IN RADIOBIOLOGY. Proceedings of the Fourth 
International Conference on Radiobiology held in Cambridge on 14th to 17th 
August 1955. Edited by Joseph S. Mitchell, Barbara E. Holmes and Cyril L. Smith. 
Oliver & Boyd, 63s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 600 pages. 43 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The papers presented and discussions held at the fourth of this series of post-war 

congresses are collected here, admirably edited and documented. The work described 

was new and was concerned with fundamental as well as practical aspects; thus, the 
proceedings cover recent progress in many related fields. From studies of the effects 
of radiations upon metabolism and enzymes and upon substances of biological 
interest, radiation physics, relative biological efficiency and radiation genetics, the 
volume proceeds to the mechanism of chemical protection. There follow relevant 
studies of spleen, bone marrow and blood, and of the effects of oxygen, and there 
are seven lectures on special subjects of current interest. Other sessions were devoted 
to the radiobiology of bone, radiation carcinogenesis and human data. Delegates 
from Eastern and Western Europe, the Americas, Canada, Australia, Middle and 
Far East, contributed to the proceedings of this important congress. (574°191) 


NATURECRAFT IN AUSTRALIA. An Introductory Handbook to 
the Fauna and Flora and to the Australian Environment for the use of the bush- 
walker, student, teacher, field naturalist and conservationist. Arranged and edited 
by Thistle Y. Harris. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 25s. 1956. 
225 cm. 280 pages. 24 plates. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

Thistle Harris, a noted authority on Australian flora, has edited this book for the 

Wild Life Preservation Society of Australia in order to stimulate interest in the 

natural history of the country. The relationship of all forms of natural life to the 

physical environment is described, followed by a short survey of the more common 
plants and animals which are individually described and illustrated. While the book 
is intended to introduce the wild life of Australia to the general reader, biblio- 
graphies are given to aid further research. (574°994) 


Zoology 


BORRADAILE’S MANUAL OF ELEMENTARY ZOOLOGY. 
12th edition, revised and largely rewritten by W. B. Yapp. Oxford University 
Press, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 778 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This twelfth edition has been completely revised by one of Borradaile’s own students. 

As the format is larger, the chapter sequence changed and one half of the book is new 

material, few will recognise it. Nevertheless, the essential character of the book is 

unchanged. Each major group of animals is described by detailed reference to ‘types’ 
of world-wide distribution. The number of animals described is larger than is usual 
in a book of this standard and a third of the book now consists of chapters on general 
and comparative features. The inclusion of much recent scholarship makes this new 
edition an outstanding work in its field. It is, however, to be regretted that many of 
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the new illustrations fail to match the high standard of the text. Despite this blemish, 
this 1s a book that will become the standard introductory text on systematic zoology. 
(590) 


LEARNING AND INSTINCT IN ANIMALS. W. H. Thorpe. 
Methuen, 55s. 23-5 cm. $02 pages. 9 plates. 82 diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 
Dr. Thorpe is a leading member of the vigorous school of animal behaviour 
students at Cambridge and has fostered the establishment of the Ornithological 
Field Station at Madingley. His book is timely because so much recent work on 
animal behaviour has dealt either with instinct or with learning, but not with both. 
Dr. Thorpe has performed a great service for all interested in behaviour from what- 
ever angle by examining the integration of learned and instinctive behaviour. The 
first part clears the ground with a scrutiny of principles and concepts; the second part 
oes on to a valuable survey of the relative importance of learning and instinct 
through the different groups of the animal kingdom. The presentation is primarily 
for scientists, but any naturalist who perseveres with the technical terms will find this 
book fascinating and stimulating. (sors) 


DAHLAK. With the Italian National Underwater Expedition in the Red Sea. 
Gianni Roghi and Francesco Baschieri. Translated from the Italian by Priscilla 
Hastings. Edited by Eleanor Brockett. Nicholas Kaye, 25s. 22 cm. 280 pages. 
51 photographs (11 in colour). 2 diagrams. Map. 

A ‘popular’ account, rather naively written, of the Italian National Underwater 

Expedition which visited Dahlak and surrounding islands in the Red Sea in 1953. 

There is much information about the little studied marine life of this area, though 

attention is concentrated on the more spectacular sharks, mantas and barracudas in 

which these underwater expeditions revel. There is an appendix giving a preliminary 
and rather superficial account of the fauna observed and collected which would have 

benefited from a rather more rigorous correction of the scientific names. (591-9635) 


COWRY SHELLS OF WORLD SEAS. Joyce Allan. Georgian House 
(Melbourne, Australia): Phoenix House (London), 63s. 1956. 25 cm. 180 pages. 
15 plates (some in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

A comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on world cowries by the Curator 

of Shells at the Australian Museum, Sydney. In one volume she has included the 

results achieved by experts after years of research, together with her own first-hand 
observation overseas, and has concentrated on presenting the facts in a palatable form 
for the collector. The work should prove particularly useful, as it includes the unique 
deep and cold water forms from the southern regions of Australia, as well as the 
better known species of the Indo-Pacific. It is well illustrated. (594°3) 


THE PRIVATE LIFE OF FISHES. M. Constantin-Weyer. Translated 
from the French by Ray Turrell. Richard Bell, 15s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 150 pages. 
18 photographs. Drawings by A. Fraser-Brunner. Diagram. 

The author has given in a short space a light-hearted but searching account of the 

adaptive radiation which fishes have undergone in the course of their evolution. 

It is presumably a book for the layman and, although some of the jokes are esoteric 

(and appear somewhat laboured in translation), there is plenty of food for thought 

for the normally curious mind. There are oe ce chapters on the physical 

characteristics of the sea as an environment, fish structure, reproduction, migration, 
etc., and these are interspersed with essays of a more specialised nature, such as those 
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on the pike and on work at a fish breeding station. This will bring home to some 
countries how little use they make of their coarse fish stocks compared with France. 
(597) 
APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences Public Health 
LECTURES ON THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF MEDICINE. 
Vol. IV. 1954-55. British Postgraduate Medical Federation. University of London: 
Athlone Press, 37s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 408 pages. Photographs (some in colour). 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Lectures on this subject are given each winter to postgraduate students and young 
research workers to bring to their notice new methods of investigation and develop- 
ments in the basic sciences. The authors of the thirty-one lectures in this volume have 
made outstanding contributions to their particular fields of research. The volume 
gives a preponderance of interest to the cell, in lectures, for example, on nucleo- 
proteins, tissue permeability, the plasma proteins, the reactions of enzymes to injury, 
shock from burns, abnormal growth of the cell and the application of histochemistry 
to the basic sciences. Specially topical are lectures on radiation injury to bone and on 
hypothermia. (610-4) 


MODERN VIEWS ON THE SECRETION OF URINE. The 
Cushny Memorial Lectures. Edited by F. R. Winton. Churchill, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 
300 pages. 3 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The Professor of Pharmacology, University College, London, has edited this volume, 

which comprises ten lectures designed to commemorate Professor Cushny, the first 

holder of the Chair, and the publication almost forty years ago of his monograph 

The Secretion of Urine which marked an important stage in the study of renal 

physiology. All but two, a joint lecture by Professor R. A. McCance and Dr. E. M. 

Widdowson and one by Professor G. M. Bull, were delivered by past or present 

members of University College or Hospital. Here extensively documented, they 

should prove at least as interesting to research workers as to the audiences who 

listened to them in May 1955. (612-4) 


CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA ON AGEING. Vol. 2. 
Ageing in Transient Tissues. Editors for the Ciba Foundation: G. E. W. Wolsten- 
holme and Elaine C. P. Millar. Churchill, 36s. 1956. 21 cm. 274 pages. 74 photo- 
graphs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Professor Amoroso of the Royal Veterinary College, London, was Chairman of 

the second of a series of international colloquia forming part of a programme 

arranged by the Ciba Foundation to —— fundamental research into the 
problems of ageing. To this, twenty-seven workers in the fields of the basic and 
medical sciences from France, the United Kingdom and the United States contributed 

papers from which it is hoped general inferences may be drawn. They dealt with a 

variety of problems such as the age factor in the foetus, the reproductive system, 

including one lecture on the cytomorphosis of human testicular cells illustrated by 
some astounding electron micrographs, the placenta, senescent leaves, deer antlers 

and erythrocytes. (612-6) 


A SHORT HISTORY OF PUBLIC HEALTH. C, Fraser Brockington. 
Churchill, 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 244 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

A useful basis for further reading, this concise factual history by the Professor of 

Social and Preventive Medicine, Manchester University, is intended as a reference 
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book for students working for the postgraduate diploma in public health, the social 
science diploma and the health visitors’ certificate. In two parts, the first deals with 
the growth in Great Britain during the last two centuries of ideas about the health 
of the community and the development of the means to achieve higher standards, 
and the second with the growth of special services concerned with the welfare of 
mothers, children and the aged, and with mental health, tuberculosis and venereal 


(614) 


PRINCIPLES OF CHEST X-RAY DIAGNOSIS. George Simon. 
—s $0. 1956. 28-5 cm. 194 pages. 162 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Dr. Simon, who holds among several appointments that of Assistant Director, 

X-ray Department, Brompton Hospital, London, provides a documented study 

whose text, illustrations and format combine to form a useful guide for postgraduate 

students of radiology and for clinicians concerned to avoid the many pitfalls of X-ray 
interpretation. Dr. Simon first defines terms, then elucidates certain variations in 
anatomical landmarks which give rise to difficulty in diagnosis. The main subject he 
arranges according to the X-ray shadows, rather than to the disease of which they are 
the evidence; for example, homogeneous shadows, grouped according to shape, 
size or distribution, linear shadows, mediastinal and diaphragm shadows, broncho- 
graphy and tomography. He also discusses the time factor in X-ray diagnosis and 

an appendix giving hints on X-ray techniques. (616-07) 


CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA ON ENDOCRINOLOGY. 
Vol. 9. Internal Secretions of the Pancreas. Editors for the Ciba Foundation: 
G. E. W. Wolstenholme and Cecilia M. O’Connor. Churchill, 40s. 1956. 21 cm. 
394 pages. 100 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Twenty-eight research workers from Europe, the United States and Canada were 

invited by the Ciba Foundation to express their views at a colloquium following 

up that held in 1952 on hormonal factors in carbohydrate metabolism. The partici- 
pants, who met under the Chairmanship of Professor F. G. Young, represented 
institutions diverse in their interests, departments of physical chemistry, pathological 
anatomy, biochemistry, pharmacology, physiology, metabolism and nutrition. The 
seventeen papers, now published with a verbatim report of the subsequent discussions 
and with references to the literature, serve to demonstrate the great complexity of 
the nature and actions of the internal secretions of the pancreas and, while solving 
no problems, present them squarely and from every point of view. (616-4) 


HISTOLOGICAL APPEARANCES OF TUMOURS. With a 
Consideration of their Histogenesis and Certain Aspects of their Clinical Features 
and Behaviour. R. Winston Evans. Livingstone, 90s. 1956. 25-5 cm. 790 pages. 
989 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Excellently documented and illustrated with fine photomicrographs, this impressive 

work by the Consultant Pathologist, United Liverpool Hospitals, is of special interest 

to pathologists, but is also important to physicians and surgeons. Dr. Evans arranges 
the subject mainly according to tissues and regions, omitting only neoplasms of the 
female generative tract and intracranial tumours. He presents current knowledge of 
the histology and histogenesis of tumours and also of the normal histogenesis, 
embryology and structure of the tissues and organs giving rise to them, when such 
information is useful in differentiating between normal and abnormal, and hyper- 
plastic and neoplastic processes. In an extremely detailed study, structure is related 
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to behaviour, although the incalculability of this is stressed, clinical effects are 
discussed, and biochemical, haematological and endocrinological factors are 
considered in diagnosis and prognosis. Among other aspects of a vast subject treated 
here are problems of classification, and incidence by age and sex. (616-99) 


PROSTHETIC DENTISTRY. A Clinical Outline. F. Winston Craddock. 
3rd edition, revised. Kimpton, 36s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 430 pages. 201 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Written for New Zealand dental students whose course in prosthetic dentistry extends 

at least over two years, Professor Craddock’s textbook follows the order in which 

the subjects are taught, proceeding through the junior to the senior course. It deals 
very lucidly and fully with anatomical, physiological and clinical aspects, with the 
principles fundamental to the successful restoration and preservation of mastication, 
appearance and speech, but not with techniques or with dental materials. To the 
well-revised text of this edition many new illustrations and an appendix have been 
added. (617°6) 


THE SURGERY OF CHILDHOOD FOR NURSES. Raymond 
Farrow. Livingstone, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 322 pages. 142 illustrations (some in 
colour). Index. 

For the student nurse, Mr. Farrow, formerly Surgical Registrar, Westminster 

Children’s Hospital, London, elucidates fundamental principles upon which methods 

of treatment for surgical conditions, anatomical and pathological, are based. Mr. 

Farrow briefly considers diagnosis, and by simplifying the complicated clinical 

picture of abnormality and disease succeeds in presenting clearly the reason for 

methods of pre- and post-operative care which are the main concern of the nurse. 

Throughout the text she is made to understand which details of the patient’s condition 

the surgeon relies upon her to observe. (618-9) 


Engineering 

THE TRIPLE CROWN. Recording Britain’s Attainment of Speed 
Supremacy on Land, Water and in the Air. Temple Press, 3s.6d. 1956. 25 cm. 
38 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Map. Table. Paper covers. 

This booklet tells briefly, with illustrations, the story of the successful attempts made 

by Great Britain in 1955 to capture the air, land and water speed records of 1,132, 

394 and 216 m.p.h. (620) 


—— Mechanics and Materials 
MEASUREMENT OF SMALL HOLES. L. A. Grigor’ev. Translated 
from the Russian. H.M. Stationery Office for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, 8s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 148 pages. 74 diagrams. 15 tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. Mimeographed. 
A detailed survey is presented of various methods for measuring holes of diameters 
from 0-1 to 18 mm. The methods described include limit-plug and taper-pin gauges, 
combined optical and mechanical instruments, string method, electric and pneumatic 
contact methods and the newly developed contactless electrical and pneumatic 
methods. Although the reader is constantly aware that this book is a translation from 
the Russian, despite the great care exercised by the translator, the book should be 
very useful to those interested in the problem. That it is mimeographed should not 
detract from the value of the book, since the text and the numerous diagrams and 
tables are quite clear. (620-112) 
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—— Electrical 
MECHANICAL DESIGN FOR’ ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS. 
R. H. Garner. Newnes, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 232 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 
The bad mechanical design of some electronic equipment emphasises the need for a 
book of this nature, It is intensely practical in character and the author has taken the 
trouble to collect together a large amount of information on such subjects as rack 
systems, general construction, ventilation, finishing processes, etc. There is an 
extensive chapter on ‘Codes of Practice’, an appendix containing tables and general 
data, and a useful index. The author is a member of the teaching profession and is 
accordingly well qualified to write in the form required by students; but it is the 
practical electronic engineer who will find the book of greatest value as a work of 
reference. It can be strongly recommended. (621-34) 


ELEMENTS OF PULSE CIRCUITS. F. J. M. Farley. Methuen, 8s.6d. 
1956. 17 cm. 1§2 pages. 74 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s 
Monographs on Physical Subjects) 

Although this introduction to pulse circuits is intended primarily for physicists and 

research workers, mathematical statement is kept to a minimum, and the book should 

be equally useful to radio and television engineers, university students and even 
sixth-form students. The basic requirement is an elementary knowledge of thermionic 
valves and radio receiver circuits. The book explains clearly the physical principles 
involved in the design of square wave generators, trigger circuits, time en and 
pulse amplifiers, and discusses their application in radar, television and nuclear 
radiation detectors. The author, who is now Senior Lecturer in Physics in Auckland 
University, New Zealand, was for some time a Harwell scientist and has considerable 
experience and knowledge of pulse techniques. (621-343) 


ELECTRONIC MEASUREMENTS AND MEASURING INSTRU- 
MENTS. F. G. Spreadbury. Constable, 50s. 1956. 22 cm. 468 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

This useful book deals with basic types of instruments and measuring techniques and 

with components and their stability. Among the instruments considered are valve 

voltmeters, electronic ammeters and wattmeters, wave and frequency meters, 
electronic timers, oscillators, amplifiers, stroboscopes, electron optical systems, the 
cathode ray oscillograph, photo-electric cells, bridges and electronic ohmmeters. 

There is a chapter on electronic instrument power supplies and one on transformer 

and meter construction. The book is principally descriptive, with also a certain 

mathematical content up to easy calculus. A knowledge of basic electronics is assumed. 

The author is experienced in both the practical and the theoretical sides of his subject. 


(621-37) 


SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS. 
C. S. Henson. Pitman, 25s. 1956. 19 cm. 268 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A ‘Question and Answer’ type of book, in which most of the questions are taken 

from past examination papers for the Engineering Degree of B.Sc.(Eng.) of the 

University of London and for Graduateship of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

The author is himself a lecturer in Telecommunications and has chosen a representative 

series of examples. While the book will prove useful to students for examinations in 
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this subject, it will probably be of greatest value as a ready source of worked examples; 
* an alphabetical subject index is provided and is most useful for reference. (621-38) 


WIRELESS SERVICING MANUAL. W. T. Cocking. goth edition. 
Iliffe, 178.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 276 pages. 128 diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The ninth edition of this well-known reference book has been re-set and appears in 
a new format. There is, however, little change in content, the principal difference 
being that the chapter on television receiver servicing has been dropped in favour of 
one on f.m. receivers. As in previous editions the emphasis is on symptoms rather 
than defects, an arrangement which makes the book invaluable to the servicing 
engineer and amateur. The author, who is well known as a contributor to Wireless 
World, combines considerable experience of servicing problems with the ability to 
pass on his experience in a clear and readable manner to those who may have little 
theoretical knowledge of radio principles. (621-3843) 


PUBLIC ADDRESS AND SOUND DISTRIBUTION HAND- 
BOOK. A Practical Guide to the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of 
Electronic Sound Amplification Equipment. Advisory Editor: Alex J. Walker. 
Newnes, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 168 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A thoroughly practical manual designed to help the engineer who may be responsible 

for the installation and maintenance of sound reproduction equipment in halls, 

theatres, factories and offices. It is also of interest to the amateur sound enthusiast 
who wants to instal high-fidelity equipment in his own home. The book covers the 
theory of sound amplification, choice of pep installation and servicing, and 
describes such important developments as delayed sound reinforcement and stereo- 
phonic sound. It is well illustrated throughout and should be of value to all radio and 
sound engineers. (621-389) 


—— Internal Combustion Engines 
PROGRESS IN NUCLEAR ENERGY. Series 4. TECHNOLOGY 
AND ENGINEERING. Vol. 1. R. Hurst and S. McLain. Pergamon Press, 
84s. 1956. 24 cm. 434 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The rapid development of nuclear technology is dependent to a great extent on the 
emergence of new materials which, hitherto, have had little engineering significance. 
This volume deals with the technology of some of these materials, notably heavy 
water, graphite, beryllia and liquid metals. It also describes the progress which has 
been made in solving problems of heat transfer, cooling, and corrosion and in 
producing, on a large scale, special materials and mechanism which will function 
efficiently in the intense radiation fields of the reactor. Most of the contributions are 
based on papers presented to the Geneva Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic 
Energy and revised to include data published subsequently. The contributors are 
research scientists from many countries who write with experience and authority and 
provide an up-to-date picture of scientific progress in this field. (621-48) 


—— Machine Tools 
CENTRE LATHE WORK. C. Monday. Machinery Publishing Co., 17s.6d. 
1956. 22 cm. 160 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


This well-illustrated textbook for the lathe operator describes the construction and 
maintenance of the lathe, its various attachments and the tools used with it. These 
include the less common devices, ¢.g., attachments for spherical and elliptical turning 
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and for relieving. The book is well produced except that the pages of index alternate 
with pages of advertisements which might well have been inserted separately. 
(621-94) 
—— Structural 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY OF STRUCTURES. 
W. Merchant and A. Bolton. Blackie, 30s. 1956. 24 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The book is based on lectures covering the first two years of an honours degree 
course, treatment is clear and simple, and some examples, with answers, are included. 
The index could be amplified with advantage. There are excellent up-to-date 
comments relating theory to the behaviour o* actual structures. The approach is 
stimulating, but probably needs skilled individual guidance to produce the best 
results. (624:17) 


THE THEORY OF PRESTRESSED CONCRETE DESIGN. 
Statically Determinate Structures. Henry J. Cowan. Macmillan, 36s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
282 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This is the first comprehensive work in English on this subject, which is dealt with 

very thoroughly after useful introductory chapters on materials and methods. Topics 

are covered which have not before been dealt with in book form: for example, the 
assessment of losses, the bending resistance of pretensioned sections for any condition 
of loading, the bending up of steel, resistance to shear and torsion, deflection, and 
ultimate strength. Dr. Cowan, formerly a lecturer in civil engineering in the 

University of Sheffield, England, is now Professor of Architectural Science in the 

University of Sydney, Australia. This work is mostly a development of two courses 

of lectures prepared by him, one for final-year civil engineering students, the other 

for a sande te group of practising structural designers. It is good, concise and 

clear. (624-18) 


—— Sanitary 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SYNTHETIC DETER- 
GENTS. Ministry of Housing and Local Government. H.M. Stationery Office, 
38. 1956. 24°5 cm. 64 pages. 2 photographs. 3 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
In May, 1953, the Minister of Housing and Local Government appointed a Com- 
mittee under the Chairmanship of Sir Harry ape to study the effect of the 
increasing use of — detergents on the public services. This Report, recording 
the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Committee, will interest all 
concerned with the manufacture of synthetic detergents, water and sewage treatment, 
and public health. The topics covered include the possible hazards to the user, 
problems of sewage ra iy and effect on water supplies. Appendices deal with 
methods of chemical analysis and review the structure of typical | rset (628-3) 


MODERN CLEANSING APPLIANCES. Ashley Taylor. Temple Press 
in association with ‘The Commercial Motor’, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 160 pages. 
Photographs. Table. Index. 

This book, which is amply illustrated, deals not only with general refuse collection 

and street cleansing appliances but also with gully and cesspool emptiers, grit 

spreaders, snow ploughs, disinfectant sprayers, hedge cutters and other appliances. 

The application of modern equipment to the salvage, tipping, loading at packing 

of refuse is not overlooked, and there is reference to modern public cleansing practice, 
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at home and abroad, and to some as of cleansing costs. A welcome addition to 
the comparatively small number of books on public cleansing, this book should be 
of value to those concerned with its problems and of interest to many others. (628-4) 


Aeronautics 

THE DANGEROUS SKIES. A Test Pilot’s Adventures in Peace and War. 
A. E. Clouston. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 218 pages. 24 photographs. 
Paper covers. 

In this book, first published in 1954, Air Commodore Clouston recounts his exciting 

experiences both in the Royal Air Force and as a test and civilian pilot. These include 

record flights to the Cape and New Zealand, and also experiments carried out at the 

Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough. (629-109) 


MILITARY AIRCRAFT OF THE WORLD. Reprinted from Flight 
(8th June 1956 issue, with additional material). Iliffe, 3s.6d. 1956. 29-5 cm. 60 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. Paper covers. 

Both by pictures and brief descriptions, these reprints from Flight bring this important 

subject up to date until comparatively recently. (629-133) 


Motor Vehicles 


MORRIS CARS. A Practical Guide to Maintenance and Repair covering 
Models from 1934. T. B. D. Service. C. Arthur Pearson, 10s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
196 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. (Car Maintenance Series) 

This second book in a useful series is intended for the Morris owner who wishes to 

undertake maintenance and a certain amount of repair work himself. It is also designed 

to be of value to the professional mechanic. Morris models from 1934 onwards are 
covered and the information provided is comprehensive, clear and practical. The text 
is illustrated with some ninety-three drawings of good quality, including many 
oy views of the engine and its component parts. There is also an exhaustive 
index for easy reference. An excellent little handbook for the Morris owner. 
(629-22) 


MOTOR ENGINEERS’ POCKET BOOK. Compiled and arranged by 
A. J. Coker and G. Hemmings under direction of E. Molloy. 4th edition. Newnes, 
12s.6d. 1956. 17 cm. 280 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 

This handy reference manual, intended for persons directly concerned with the 

maintenance and overhaul of road vehicles, is divided into two sections. The first 

section, dealing with the problems of tracing engine and chassis troubles and their 
probable causes, covers only twenty-one pages and could have been expanded with 
advantage. The second contains service data for over 1,000 modern cars, commercial 
vehicles and tractors. This information, provided by the manufacturers, should prove 
of great value to the automobile service engineer who has to maintain a variety of 
road vehicles. (629-287) 


Agriculture 
EXPERIMENTAL HUSBANDRY. Number I. H.M. Stationery Office 


for the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 3s. 1956. 24°5 cm. 70 pages. 
Graphs. Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
This is the first of a regular series of bulletins to be issued by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food, designed to cover experimental work carried out at the 
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various National Agricultural Advisory Service Experimental Husbandry Farms, 
and also at certain commercial farms co-operating with these centres. Five of these 
first eight reports deal with manurial trials of different kinds, and the remaining 
three with cattle breeding for beef, drying the pea crop, and indoor experiments 
with combine harvesters. The series should prove especially helpful to overseas 
readers who wish to keep in touch with sell experiments in Britain. (630-5) 


FARM BUILDINGS: Conversions and Improvements. W. G. Benoy. 
Crosby, Lockwood, 28s. 1956. 28-5 cm. 150 pages. Numerous photographs and 
diagrams. Index. 

The author, who has a well-known architectural practice devoted exclusively to 

agriculture, has made a special study of the improvement and conversion of old 

cottages and farm buildings, and his book will appeal to all farmers and landowners 
who are faced with these problems. He deals with all manner of buildings, and having 
outlined the requirements of each he then gives details of a number of actual schemes 
where the improvements and conversions have been effected, the whole being well 
illustrated with photographs and plans. This is a practical book which should make 
profitable reading for all those contemplating property improvement. (631-2) 


FARM MECHANIZATION DIRECTORY, 1956/57. Compiled by 
the Staff of “Farm Mechanization’. Temple Press, 25s. 1956. 22°$ cm. $54 pages. 
Illustrations. Indexes. 

This is a technical manual of particular interest to agricultural engineers, contractors, 

and farmers concerned with large-scale mechanisation. A first section lists the names 

and addresses in Britain of tractor and implement manufacturers, together with trade 
marks and names; a second gives specifications and manufacturers’ details of all types 
of tractors, together with photographs, and this is followed by technical data on 
tractors, including British Standards Specifications and dimensions for tractors in 
current production. A fourth section deals with tractor and implement test reports, 
and y, there is a very full, illustrated and descriptive list of all types of machines, 


implements, tools and various other farm equipment. (631-3) 


Horticulture 
MUSHROOM GROWING TO-DAY. Fred C. Atkins. 3rd edition. 
Faber, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 200 pages. Numerous illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This is the third revised edition of Mr. Atkins’s comprehensive work on modern 
methods of mushroom production, and, since its first appearance in 1950, it has 
become widely accepted as the leading textbook of its kind. As Chairman of the 
Mushroom Research Association, and Chairman of the Standing Committee for 
International Conferences on Mushroom Science, the author is aware of all the 
latest developments which concern the mushroom grower, and these are fully 
incorporated in the present edition. In particular there is new information on the 
Tray system of growing, on composting theories, and on insecticides and disease 
control measures. (635-8) 


Livestock 

THE FARMER’S YEARBOOK, Encyclopaedia and Directory of Pedigree 
Breeders. 3rd issue. Under the direction of Donald Cowie. Tantivy Press 
(Tibberton, Glos.), 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 432 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

The third issue of this yearbook is again devoted principally to British breeds of 

dairy and beef cattle, but there are also brief sections on sheep and Hackney horses. 

Apart from a number of short articles dealing with such topics as livestock insurance, 
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exporting livestock, the preparation of animals for show, etc., there are descriptions 
of many leading herds in the British Isles, together with a wide variety of photo- 
graphs. This main section takes the form of a series of “breed tours’, so that anyone 
interested in a particular breed of cattle can plan a visit to the area most famed for 
them, Hereford or Ayrshire for example, and inspect a number of well-recommended 
herds. The book has therefore a special value for overseas farmers and ranchers who 
wish to purchase foundation stock in Great Britain. (636-05) 


BEEF CATTLE IN AUSTRALIA. An Illustrated Survey of the Beef 
Cattle Industry. Edited by Frank O’Loghlen. F. H. Johnston Publishing Company 
(Sydney, Australia), 40s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 390 pages. Illustrations. 

The second volume in a series under the title Beef Cattle in Australia (the first was 

published in 1948). One half of the book contains a series of articles, some by officers 

of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization and others 
by practising cattlemen, on such aspects of the beef industry as station management, 
preparation for shows, stud building and transportation problems. The remainder is 
devoted to the history and specifications of the main breeds and brief studies of more 
than one hundred famous Australian studs, fully illustrated with photographs of 
prize winners. (636-21) 


Dairy Industry 
A TEXTBOOK OF DAIRY CHEMISTRY. Vol. I. Theoretical. Edgar 
R. Ling. 3rd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 236 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 
Whilst retaining the general arrangement of the sections, the author has included in 
this edition, which appears twelve years after the second, much of the more recent 
knowledge of dairy chemistry. The second on vitamins, for instance, has been 
considerably extended and a section on the oxidation-reduction potential of milk 
has been introduced into the chapter on the physical properties of milk. The author 
is a lecturer in dairy chemistry in the University of Nottingham and has the needs 
of dairy students primarily in mind, but the book will be welcomed also by dairy 
scientists outside the teaching profession. (637) 


CHEESES OF THE WORLD. André L. Simon. Faber, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
256 pages. 5 plates in colour. 2 maps. Index. 
This encyclopaedia of world cheeses by the President of the Wine and Food Society 
is divided into sections on the cheeses of Europe, Asia, the Americas, Africa and 
Australasia. More than five hundred cheeses are named, with descriptions of their 
manufacture and provenance. Some resemble one another though made in different 
countries, but many are unique, their qualities depending on local conditions which 
do not obtain elsewhere. There are also some useful recipes based on cheese, collected 
from various countries. Excellent coloured photographs illustrate the book, which 
should be of great interest both to the professional caterer and the gourmet. (637-3) 


Publishing 

THE PENGUIN STORY 1935-1956. [Sir William Emrys Williams]. 
Penguin Books, 1s. 1956. 18 cm. 124 pages. 24 pages of illustrations and diagrams, 
including 10 pages in colour. Complete catalogue of Penguin publications. Paper 


covers. 


The Penguins, Pelicans and Puffins which breed at Harmondsworth have always been 
singularly versatile birds. Now they have blown their own trumpet—a long clear 
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blast which is most impressive. Some of the facts and figures which emerge are 
startling: a sale of ten million copies last year, for example. Sir William Emrys 
Williams, who has been closely associated with the firm almost from its small 
beginning in 1935, has written a very interesting account of its history, policy and 
present organisation. It is the most revolutionary and socially the most valuable 
ingle achievement in British publishing, perhaps in world publishing, in our time, 
rm success has justified in every way the policy which Sir Allen Lane, the founder 
and managing director, has maintained from the first—to aim at the best in both 
contents and format. (655-4) 


Accounting 


READINGS IN AUSTRALIAN ACCOUNTANCY. Being a Selection 
of Articles from Vols. 1 to 8 of The Australian Accountancy Student, 1947-1955. 
Edited by K. C. Keown. Butterworth (Sydney, Australia), 55s. 1956. 25°5 cm. 
416 pages. Index. 

This selection of articles illustrates the range of subjects now covered by accountancy 

studies. The articles dealing with income taxation and the various branches of 

commercial law will not be of interest outside Australia, but the essays in accounting 
theory should be of value to the overseas student. Included in the latter group are 
some excellent studies in cost accounting, budgetary control and accounting pos, tery 


(657-04) 


Business Management 


CHEMICAL MARKET RESEARCH IN PRACTICE. Edited by 
R. E. Chaddock. Chapman & Hall, 24s. 1956. 19°5 cm. 206 pages. Illustrations. 
Tables. 

Edited by an eminent member of the U.S. chemical industry, this work is based on 

a series of excellent lectures presented by the Chemical Market Research Association 

at the Case Institute of Technology, Cleveland, Ohio, and the University of Delaware. 

The individual lectures by acknowledged authorities in this field serve to explain the 

basic principles and the application of market research in respect of the chemical 

industry. The science of market research is applied to the chemical industry with 
difficulty and it is only in, recent years that the techniques have begun to be seriously 
formulated in the U.S.A. This welcome volume should be read in the first place by 
all those concerned with commercial and financial policy in the chemical industry; 
it provides a refresher course for those already engaged in this work. (658-83) 


HIRE PURCHASE CREDIT IN SOUTH AFRICA. An Economic 
Survey. T. Van Waasdijk. Foreword by Professor C. S$. Richards. Witwatersrand 
University Press (Johannesburg, South Africa), 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 190 pages. 9 graphs. 
40 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who has written State and Municipal Trading and other works, undertook 

this study as a member of the Commerce Research Section of the University of the 

Witwatersrand. It is the first survey of hire purchase in the Union of South Africa, 

and has been undertaken primarily to provide statistical data for further investigation 

of the economic or social implications of hire purchase credit. From detailed a. 

tion provided by commercial firms the author shows the extent of hire purchase 

trading in furniture, furnishings, sewing machines, radios and other goods, and 

describes the structure of the trade and the controversial issues involved. (658-88) 
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Chemical Technology: Brewing 
BREWING: Theory and Practice. 3rd edition revised and enlarged by E. J. 
Jeffery. Nicholas Kaye, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 414 pages. 4 plates. 25 diagrams. Tables. 
Index. 
For this edition, the book has been largely rewritten, eliminating the shortcomings 
but retaining the many commendable features of its forerunner. Mr. Jeffery, a leading 
brewing consultant, has thus produced a readable and authoritative account of the 
British brewing process. A minimum but acceptable amount of scientific theory is 
offered. The book should prove admirable for those who, already in possession of 
more academic texts on the subject, require a reliable account of its more practical 
aspects. (663-4) 
Manufactures: Furniture 
THE ALEX SMITH COMPLETE HOME FURNITURE MAKER 
ILLUSTRATED. Alex Smith. Colorgravure (Melbourne, Australia), 17s.6d. 
1956. 24°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 
In view of the present-day interest in home furniture making, such a book as this 
must prove extremely useful. The author, formerly head of the Carpentry and 
Cabinet-making Department of the Royal Melbourne Technical College, has 
included sections both for the beginner and the advanced craftsman, so that the book 
covers everything from the use of tools to the making of a complete dining room 
suite. Examples of modern and period furniture are given, together with attractive 
furnishing schemes for the main rooms of the house. The book is well illustrated 
with photographs and detailed diagrams. (684) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


EGYPT: ARCHITECTURE, SCULPTURE, PAINTING IN 
THREE THOUSAND YEARS. Kurt Lange and Max Hirmer. Translated 
from the German by R. H. Boothroyd. Phaidon Press, 50s. 1956. 31 cm. 370 pages. 
244 plates (20 in colour). Diagrams. Map. Plans. Notes on the plates. Bibliography. 

This must be one of the handsomest books ever devoted to Egyptian art. The 

magnificent illustrations include photographs of the pyramids and palace-tomb 

architecture in their landscape setting which leave a haunting impression of the 
timelessness and monumentality of this ancient civilisation. The authors aim at giving 

a general idea of the Egyptian way of life as it was successfully maintained, with a 

few violent changes, over a period of three thousand years—an achievement not 

equalled by any subsequent civilisation. Sculpture, painting, tomb portraiture and a 

choice selection of the Tutankhamen treasures are displayed, as well as architecture. 

There are detailed notes, with plans and diagrams, and a 39-page introduction on the 

Egyptian achievement in establishing an historical social order out of anonymous 

barbarism. (709-62) 

Architecture 


THE IDEA OF SPACE IN GREEK ARCHITECTURE. With 
Special Reference to the Doric Temple and its Setting. R. D. Martienssen. 
Witwatersrand University Press( Johannesburg, South Africa): Lund Humphries (London), 
32s.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 208 pages. 27 plates. 26 plans. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, a young South African architect of many accomplishments, with a 

particularly high reputation in the field of classical archaeology, died on war service 

in 1942 at the age of 37. This book was originally a thesis for his Doctorate of 

Literature, and it has now been published with the assistance of the Institute of South 
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African Architects. An investigation of the spatial factors evidenced in the construction 
and siting of Greek buildings, and in the planning of Greek cities, it is a work of 
exceptional distinction—at once scholarly and fascinating to read. (722-6) 


Photography 

DICTIONARY OF PHOTOGRAPHY and Reference Book for Amateur 
and Professional Photographers. 18th edition edited and largely rewritten by 
A. L. M. Sowerby. Iliffe, 21s. 1956. 19 cm. 726 pages. Drawings. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. 

The eighteenth edition contains an immense amount of information, alphabetically 

arranged, covering every aspect of photography other than the purely pictorial. 

Although only some four years have elapsed since the last edition, there have been 

considerable advances in technique and equipment, necessitating revision and much 

rewriting of the previous text, particularly with regard to flash and colour photo- 

graphy. Amateurs and advanced workers, in dealing with their many photographic 

queries, will find this comprehensive reference book of great value. (770°3) 


THE RETINA WAY. The Retina Photographer’s Companion. O. R. Croy. 
6th edition. Focal Press, 21s. 1956. 21-5 cm. 304 pages. Numerous photographs 
(8 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book is a complete guide to all Retina models, and for the benefit of the new- 

comer the author starts by explaining the basic principles of this precision 35 mm. 

camera. In addition to the detailed inf ormation on the technique of using the camera, 

he gives much valuable advice on photography in general. Even the experienced 

Retina photographer will find the contents of the book very helpful with regard to 

the specialised knowledge and information concerning Retina equipment, accessories 

and materials. (771°3) 


Music 
THE FABULOUS PHONOGRAPH. The Story of the Gramophone 
from Tin Foil to High Fidelity. Roland Gelatt. Cassell, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
264 pages. 36 illustrations. Chronology. Index. 
This admirable volume, written by an American enthusiast, covers seventy adven- 
turous years in a clear, brisk and engaging style. Packed with facts and dates of great 
historical value, it is indispensable to the collector of records who appreciates the 
social, musical and technical importance of the gramophone Here he will find the 
complex tale of the growth of a vast industry, its ceaseless experiment in search of 
perfection, its continual litigation, and its incredible fluctuations in times of economic 
stress. Mr. Gelatt has been at great pains to clarify the stages in the expansion of the 
great companies on both sides of the Atlantic and to trace their alliances and quarrels, 
against the ever-changing background of the demand from a public with improving 
musical taste. There are some amusing sketches of the principal characters in the 
industry, and many good stories about the famous singers who made early records. 


Sports and Games (78991) 

ACONCAGUA: SOUTH FACE. Réné Ferlet and Guy Poulet. Translated 
from the French by E. Noel Bowman. Constable, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 222 pages. 
18 photographs. Diagram. 3 maps. Glossary. 

By the ordinary route, first followed nearly sixty years ago, the 23,000 ft. Aconcagua 

is the easiest to climb of the world’s high mountains. But the South Face with its 

9,000 ft. precipice of rock and ice is a very different matter. This face was ascended 

for the first time by a party of young Frenchmen two years ago. The vivid account 
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of their climb given in this book emphasises the serious obstacles which they had to 
overcome—hardships such as very low temperatures, inadequate bivouacs, shortage 
of food and the dangers of frequent avalanches near the route. (796-52) 


SEA ANGLING. Derek Fletcher. Faber, 21s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. 
35 photographs. Illustrations and diagrams in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Sea angling today is probably as popular as fresh-water fishing, but _ books on 
the latter sport far outnumber those on the former. This excellent work, by an expert 
angler an well-known writer on the subject, meets a real need by providing an 
up-to-date handbook, which is mainly for the less expert fisherman but which will 
also appeal to those with more experience. A valuable feature is the coastal survey 
which is, in fact, one of the most complete guides to the coastal fishing stations of 
Britain that has been published. (799-1) 


LITERATURE 
English Literature 
BIOGRAPHIA LITERARIA, or Biographical Sketches of My Literary 
Life and Opinions. Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Edited with an Introduction by 
George Watson. New edition. Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 330 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. (Everyman’s Library) 
This is not a reprint of the earlier edition in Everyman's Library, but a valuable new 
edition (following closely the text of the first, published in 1817) with an illuminating 
new introduction. The thread of autobiography in the book is thin and often lost 
entirely. It is very discursive and unequal. But the best of it, such as the discussions 
of poetic diction and the famous chapters on the difference between Fancy and 
Imagination, have given it a unique and permanent place among English classics of 
literary criticism. (820-1) 


ELIZABETHAN AND JACOBEAN PROSE. Vol. I. 1550-1620. Edited 
by Kenneth Muir. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 310 pages. Biographical notes. 
Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Book of English Prose) 

The first volume of this new and attractive series contains a general introduction in 

which the design and scope of the anthology is outlined. The four divisions of each 

volume—background, ideas, imagination and criticism of the arts—consist of many 
passages long enough to form the basis for discussion. The selection is not confined 
to purple passages or fine writing: the aim is to provide what is most typical of the 
age. Professor Muir’s Introduction to Elizabethan Prose is a clear and valuable guide 
to the different styles and their exponents. Short biographical notes conclude a volume 
of exceptional interest and of general appeal. (820-9) 


English Poetry 
THE SONNET IN AUSTRALASIA. A Survey and a_ Selection. 
Louis Lavater. Edited with a foreword by Frederick T. Macartney. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), A2ss.: 21s. 22-5 cm. 238 pages. Indexes. 
In addition to the 225 sonnets in the original limited edition of 1926, this volume 
contains over forty additional poems and an extremely interesting introduction by 
Lavater on variations of the sonnet form. Even the poorest of the poems are formally 
good and possess some vitality so that, thanks to the excellence of the fixed form of 
verse, they are at least balanced and dignified. Among the best are those by Bernard 
O’Dowd, a not unworthy effort by Sir Henry Parkes and a small group from the 
modern poets. (821-08A) 
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THE SHEPHERD’S CALENDAR AND OTHER’ POEMS, 
Edmund Spenser. Edited with an Introduction by Philip Henderson. Reprint. 
Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 390 pages. Bibliography. Glossary. (Everyman's Library) 

In his own time Spenser was as revolutionary a poet as Wordsworth and Mr. T. S. 

Eliot were in theirs, and The Shepherd’s Calendar (1579) heralded the great Elizabethan 

renaissance of English poetry. This volume presents it, with the sonnets, the ‘Four 

Hymns’, the “Prothalamion’ and ‘Epithalamion’ and the rest of the shorter poems, 

in a largely modernised text, and with the two volumes of The Faerie Queene (see 

British Book News, February, 1956) it provides a very useful and readable edition of 

Spenser’s poetical works. (821-3) 


NEW LINES. An Anthology. Edited by Kobert Conquest. Macmillan, 12s.6d, 
1956. 22 cm. 112 pages. Biblography. 
The nine contributors to this anthology (they include Elizabeth Jennings, John Wain 
and Philip Larkin) are, with the exception of the editor himself, poets who have 
claimed attention only during the last few years. They appear to have less positively 
in common than Mr. Conquest’s intelligent introduction suggests. What they share 
is a negative attitude towards undisciplined writing and an ironical restraint, itself 
a self-protective gambit. Their positive attitudes and virtues are, as they should be, 
quite individual and various, ranging from the gentle, interrogative tone of Elizabeth 
Jennings’ poems to the vigorous, satirical note of Kingsley Amis’s. It is possible to 
argue about the choice of individual poems in some cases, but on the whole Mr. 
Conquest has made a very satisfactory selection of work of real achievement. (821-9) 


FIRST FLOWERING. A Selection of Prose and Poetry by the Youth of 
Canada. Edited by Anthony Frisch. Assistant Editor: John Harasti. Kingswood 
House (Toronto, Canada), $3.00; school edition, $1.95. 1956. 21 cm. 218 pages. 

This anthology is the result of a young teacher’s belief that most young people of 

13-18 possess a sense of wonder which, when aroused, they could translate into words. 

In a competition open to all high school students 5,300 original contributions were 

received, from which this final selection of 155 items has been made. The editor, 

who is a poet of note, has chosen with care and insight, and has kept a balance between 

French and English entries. The work of these young people shows surprising 

maturity. There is a freshness and vigour here that augurs well for Canada’s literary 

future. The anthology should also stimulate other young people with literary 
leanings. (821-9C) 


EDWARD THOMAS. H. Coombes. Chatto & Windus, 18s. 1956. 20-5 cm. 
256 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 
Edward Thomas, a soldier-poet killed in 1917, has long enjoyed the fame of a gifted 
writer cut off in his prime, but this is the first serious critical examination of his 
whole work. Thomas was a literary journalist with a rare gift for the description of 
nature and began writing poetry only in 1914, encouraged by Robert Frost. Mr. 
Coombes judiciously removes the legendary accretions from his character and work. 
He considers that Thomas was a fine though uneven prose writer, but that his gifts 
only flowered fully in his poetry, which possesses a purity and intensity far surpassing 
the general level of Georgian verse. (821-9) 


BETWEEN WHEELS AND STARS. Phoebe Hesketh. Heinemann, 
12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 78 pages. 

Miss Hesketh’s poems on the tyranny of the machine age over the mind and 

imagination of men, though written with deep conviction, are too deliberately 
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didactic to take wing. She is at her best in her response to natural things, which she 
describes with felicitous exactness, and in her pon objective studies of people 
and scenes that have moved her. She writes movingly, too, on more personal themes: 
unhappy love, regret for the past. She falls too easily into clichés and her language 
lacks freshness, but these faults are often redeemed by the honesty of her observation 
and the sincerity, though it sometimes betrays her into clumsiness, of her own 


feelings. (821-9) 


SONG AND DANCE. Ray Mathew. Lyre-Bird Writers (Sydney, Australia), 
7s.6d. 1956. 21°5 cm. 42 pages. 
This is a delightful book of poems, showing great warmth, spontaneity and a love 
of life unusual in the modern poet. There is no false emotion, or dwelling on personal 
problems, but at the same time Mathew shows himself deeply sensitive to his 
Australian environment, so that, without forced nationalism, his poems reveal a 
great deal about the country he so obviously enjoys. He uses modern idioms naturally 
and without aggressiveness, and for the most part these poems have attractive 


thythms which justify the title of the book. (821-9A) 


THE VIEW FROM THIS WINDOW. Poems. Laurence Whistler. 
Hart-Davis, 10s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 68 pages. 
Mr. Whistler’s deceptively ‘easy’, graceful poems, with their civilised restraint and 
their delicate mockery, might lead one to overlook both his technical skill and his 
depth of feeling. In fact they are carefully and fastidiously wrought, and his sense of 
style, particularly in the moving sequence of elegaic poems on his wife’s death, can 
lend a classical dignity and distance to the sharpness of his personal grief. He can 
exactly apprehend and pin down the fleeting moment of vision in very ordinary 
experience, and he can mock gently at the absurdities of our civilisation. A witty, 
urbane, quiet poet who can give great pleasure. (821-9) 


English Essays 

JOHN RUSKIN. Peter Quennell. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1956. 
21°5 cm. 36 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to “British Book News’) 

This monograph presents all the facts—the dates of birth and death, the main events 

of Ruskin’s life, the titles of the major publications with a résumé of the contents— 

but the essay gives much more besides. The difficulties, now well known, of Ruskin’s 

temperament are fairly presented and are shown in relation to his achievement. His 

present unpopularity is acknowledged and a well-balanced appraisal of his value as 

a writer and critic indicates where the verdict is unjust. (824-8) 


French Literature 
MASTERPIECES OF OLD FRENCH LITERATURE. M. Valkhoff. 
Witwatersrand University Press (Johannesburg, South Africa), 15s. 1956. 19 cm. 
176 pages. 8 illustrations (2 in colour). Bibliographical notes. Index. 
Professor Valkhoff secks to attract students to the study of Old French Literature 
(from the origins to the dawn of the Renaissance) by presenting in ‘readable’ form 
masterpieces representative of each genre (Saint Alexis, Chanson de Roland, Charroi de 
Nimes, Lancelot, the Romans of Renard and the Rose, Villon’s Testament, Maitre 
Pathelin), He sums up the subiect matter, deals lightly with the sources, and skilfully 
places his chosen texts in their background. Written primarily for students of a South 
African University, this should prove a useful handbook for a wider public. The 
bibliography includes items interesting to students who can read Dutch. _—_ (8408) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE FRENCH POETS. Villon to the 
Present Day. Geoffrey Brereton. Methuen, 25s. 1956. 22 cm. 318 pages. Bio- 
Bibliographical notes. Index. 

In this series of masterly portraits (Villon, Ronsard, Du Bellay, Malherbe, Racine, 

Lafontaine, Chénier, Lamartine, de Vigny, Hugo, Musset, Baudelaire, Leconte de 

Lisle, Heredia, Verlaine, Rimbaud, Mallarmé, Claudel, Valéry, Apollinaire), with 

three general chapters (‘other’ 16th century, and ‘other’ 19th century poets, post- 

Valéry poets), Dr. Brereton gives us the history of French poetry from Villon to the 

present day. He has as keen a sense of relevant biographical detail as of essential critical 

comment, is illuminating on questions of technique, suggestive by quotation and 
scholarly comparison ‘conducted in a spirit of discovery rather than recognition’. 

Obviously some well-known figures are omitted, yet the general picture is Ee more 

satisfying than that provided by many an exhaustive manual, and we realise the truth 

of the book’s closing words: ‘there is room for everything in French poetry, not 

excluding an endearing simplicity’. (841-09) 


JULES VERNE: Master of Science Fiction. I. O. Evans. Sidgwick & Jackson, 
12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 272 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. 
A generous selection from the imaginative writings of Jules Verne is included in this 
book, together with a brief life, a short critical study, and a bibliography, and the 
only additional information which would have been welcome would have been 
about Verne’s English translators. They did their work well, to judge from the 
extracts from the scientific romances of many Verne periods (he wrote from 1863 
to 1905), though the variation in style from the stilted to the mellifluous is very 
marked. As a whole, Verne stands up to re-reading, though he has no pretence to 
being a master of prose. (843-8) 


Greek Literature 
THE ART OF GREEK COMEDY. Katherine Lever. Methuen, 21s. 1956. 
22°5 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

This pleasantly written and well documented book contains a critical history of 
Comedy from Susarion to Menander. Three of the eight chapters deal with 
Aristophanes, the others with pre-Aristophanic Comedy, Middle Comedy and the 
age of Manander. The successive types of comedy are brought into relation with the 
historical circumstances and the social, religious and intellectual atmosphere of each 
age. Each chapter is followed by notes, mainly bibliographical, and there is a careful 
index of ancient and modern names. As there are no pretensions to originality and 
quotations are in English, the book will chiefly interest the general reader. (882) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


A HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES. Joan Evans. 
Oxford University Press for the Society of Antiquaries, 35s. 1956. 25 cm. 498 pages. 
47 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

The Society of Antiquaries of London is the oldest of its kind in the world, and in 

Britain it takes second place in seniority only to the Royal Society. Its charter was 

granted by George Il in 1751, although the Society had an organised existence for 

nearly fifty years before that date. This book, planned as part of the celebrations in 

1951 of the bicentenary of the grant of the charter, was entrusted to the distinguished 

scholar who acts as the Society’s Director. She has done her work with great skill, 

using the minute books and much other material to evoke from the past the memory 
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of antiquaries long since gone to dust. In her account of their eccentricities (and 
sometimes of their quarrels) she provides a noteworthy contribution to the history 
of British culture. (906-2) 


Geography Travel Description 

CRUISE OF THE CONRAD. Alan Villiers. Reprint, abridged by the 
author. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 282 pages. 15 photographs. Diagrams. 
Maps. Glossary. Paper covers. 

This abridged edition of a book first published in 1937 comprises the narrative of the 

author's circumnavigation of the world in the Conrad, a full-rigged ship of 212 tons. 

The voyage, which was made in the 1930’s, included the easterly passage of Cape 

Horn, and the experience was packed with adventure. (910-41) 


THE LITTLE OXFORD ATLAS. Prepared by the Cartographic Depart- 
ment of the Clarendon Press. Oxford University Press, 9s.6d. 1956. 26 cm. $9 pages 
of maps in colour. 3 pages of Gazetteer. Endpaper tables. 

The plates in this brightly printed atlas are similar in style to those of the Oxford 

Home Atlas, the emphasis being on relief, shown by a combination of layer colours 

and oblique hill-shading, and on the more important features, generally urban areas 

and communications. The map of Great Britain, on the scale of one inch to sixteen 
miles, is an effective example of this method. There are also a number of distribution 
maps for the world and the continents. Though the maps are not intended to show 

large numbers of place-names, a ‘select gazetteer of the world’ containing only 700 

names does appear a little exiguous. (912) 


THE LOWLANDS OF SCOTLAND. Edinburgh and the South. 
Maurice Lindsay. Hale, 18s. 22-5 cm. 320 pages. 49 photographs. Map. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (County Books) 

This is a companion work to the author’s The Lowlands of Scotland: Glasgow and the 

North in the same valuable series. The author is a Scottish poet, and in this survey 

much space is devoted to quotations from Scots dialect poetry, and his views are 

strongly tinged with a Scottish nationalism that sometimes seems a little out of 
place. He is, however, not afraid to condemn ‘kailyardism’, the ‘jumblery’ of Princes 

Street architecture, the Edinburgh Festival, and the ‘undignified racket’ of the Burns 

cult. George Alden’s photographs are extremely good and well reproduced. (914-1) 


THE CURIOUS TRAVELLER: LANCASTER TO LAKELAND. 
Being present-day journeys on ancient and historic routes around Morecambe 
Bay, through Cartmel and Low and High Furness, to the Lakes. Jessica Lofthouse. 
Hale, 18s. 1956. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by the Author. Map. Index. 

This sequel to the same author’s The Curious Traveller through Lakeland (1954) is 

devoted to the southern and south-western approaches and fringes of the Lake 

District, less known to the average tourist, but with special attractions of their own. 

Once again the author adheres to the routes marked on early maps, with the result 

that this is a guide for the walking tourist rather than for the motorist. Those who 

love unspoilt scenery and villages, farms, and inns, and who are interested in the 
manners and customs of the local country-folk, will find an account of the1n in this 

delightful work. (914:2) 
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A PICTURE OF WALES. Central Office of Information for the Home 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. 1956. 26-5 cm. 40 pages. Numerous photo- 
graphs. Map. Paper covers. 

The appearance of this illustrated publication is timely in light of the fact that the 

Festival of Wales is to be held in the principality in 1958, the sooth anniversary of the 

birth of the Welshman, Henry Tudor, founder of the great British dynasty which 

bore his name. Many books have been written about this land of song but few have 
contrived to pack within their covers so much information of a balanced, concise 
and up-to-date nature. In this book one will read of the cultural heritage of Wales, 

its saiiiieies and its varied natural charms as a holiday resort. (914-29) 


FIESTA IN SEVILLE. 140 Photographs and Notes by Brassai. Preface by 
Henri de Montherlant. Text by Dominque Aubier. Translated from the French 
by Eric Earnshaw Smith. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1956. 27°5 cm. 1§2 pages 
(including plates). 

The events of Holy Week in Seville and the Fair which follows it are well known. 

Montherlant’s preface, Aubier’s text and Brassai’s magnificent pictures give us a 

good account of the religious spectacle and of the Fair. Text and illustrations are 

well balanced and harmonious, and the contrast between Holy Week and the Fair 
is well brought out. The atmosphere is successfully captured, the descriptions of 
people and places are good and the pictures, each one Fil of individual character, 
could hardly be improved. There are notes on the plates at the end of the book and 
these provide most of the information required. (914-68) 


INTERVAL IN INDO-CHINA. Andrew Graham. Foreword by Sir 
Hubert Graves. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 1956. 20°5 cm. 180 pages. 23 photographs. 
Map. 

Though Colonel Graham was in Indo-China from 1952 to 1954, the period during 

which Dien Bien Phu fell, he deliberately refrains from commenting on military 

events in this book. Instead he has written a delightfully acute and witty account of 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. His diplomatic status gave him exceptional oppor- 

tunities to travel and observe, of which his perceptive and artistic mind enabled him 

to take full advantage. The judgment is as profound as the style is light, and for the 
general reader who enjoys dry humour there can be no better book on post-war 

Indo-China. He will learn while he laughs. (915-9) 


BEGGARS ON GOLDEN STOOLS. A Journey through Latin America. 
Peter Schmid. Translated from the German by Mervyn Savill. Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson, 25s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 328 pages. 28 photographs. 

This record covers fifteen Latin-American republics, from Mexico (which receives 

the fullest treatment), through Central America, south to Argentina and Chile. But 

it is not just another tourist diary: the author, whose personal background is sup- 
pressed, selects certain aspects of national life and, while not invariably well informed, 
describes them with considerable knowledge and insight. The general impression—of 
unequal distribution of wealth associated with vast potential resources—is summed 
up in the proverbial title of the book. The translation is very readable and the photo- 
graphs are good, but more care could have been bestowed on place names and 
Spanish words. (918) 


622 





ron, wt £8 tee te Ae 


— eS LT | Le”: hl | le ee 


ah an a eee ek Bk ee. 


~>s VS 


Oo w tf 


— 


ant 
— 





ER SET I 





LAND OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS, AUSTRALIA. Australian 
Publicity Council (Melbourne, Australia), 42s. 1956. 30 cm. 152 pages. Illustrations 
(some in colour). 

This book is modelled on the two previous publications of the Australian Publicity 

Council which dealt exclusively with Victoria, the state in which the Council has 

its headquarters. This work covers Australia as a whole, although more space is 

devoted to Victoria than the other states. It is well produced on good quality art 
paper, and the high standard of layout and photography set in the previous publica- 
tions of the Council has been maintained. Designed particularly for prospective 
visitors to the Melbourne Olympic Games, the book will also be of value to those 
generally interested in Australia, to migrants and to investors. (919-4) 


SOUTHWEST PACIFIC. A Geography of Australia, New Zealand and 
their Pacific Island neighbourhoods. Kenneth B. Cumberland. Methuen, 28s.6d. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 384 pages. 99 photographs. 93 maps and diagrams in text. Tables. 
Glossary. Index. 

Dr. Cumberland, Professor of Geography at Auckland University College, is known 

for his studies on the human geography of New Zealand. Now he extends his range 

to include Australia and the neighbouring island groups. His purpose is to ‘describe 
and interpret’ their individual and geographic characters, which help to explain so 
much of their history and varied ways of life. He describes lucidly for each area 
the nature of the land, the resources, agricultural and industrial, and the history and 
present organisation of the people. The southwest Pacific is now a major region of 
world importance, predominantly of British settlement, and its significance should 
be widely understood. This book, primarily intended for students, deserves therefore 
a wider public. The illustrations convey the varied nature of the countries dealt with. 


(919-4) 


VICTORIA. A Camera Study. Frank Hurley. John Sands (Sydney, Australia), 
30s. 1956. Obl. 27-5 cm. 106 pages. 152 plates (some in colour). 

In this book, Frank Hurley, noted for his excellent photography, takes the reader on 
a pictorial tour of the southern Australian state of Victoria. He has captured the 
scenic beauty and variety of the Victorian landscape with its mountains, rivers and 
plains in close proximity, and, at the same time, suggested the extent of the industrial 
and agricultural potential of each district. He has concentrated on recording the 
physical features of the country and has added short descriptive notes to his plates. 


(919-45) 


THE LONELY SOUTH. André Migot. Translated from the French by 
Richard Graves. Hart-Davis, 21s: 1956. 22-5 cm. 206 pages. 37 photographs. 
$ maps. 

After a year as doctor and biologist to the permanent French base and meteorological 

station in the Kerguelen Islands, the author joined the 1954 Australian expedition to 

establish a scientific base in MacRobertson Land, Antarctica. Writing of the latter 
he has not much that is new to contribute, but his account of the geography and 
fauna (penguins, sea elephants, gulls, albatrosses, etc.) of the Kerguelens is valuable 
since little has hitherto been published here about these sub-antarctic islands in the 
Indian Ocean, and his study of the psychological effects of life amid the rigours of 
such expeditions is interesting. (919-99) 
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Biography 
THE MEDIEVAL ALEXANDER. George Cary. Edited by D. J. A. 
Ross. Cambridge University Press, $2s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 432 pages. 14 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This is an unusual book. Alexander the Great was a favourite figure in medieval 
Europe: to theologians he was rather like the Devil; to the romancers an example 
of the ideals of chivalry; to preachers a useful peg on which to hang almost any virtue 
or vice. Mr. Cary, admirably equipped to master the considerable literature, was not 
content to write a learned essay in bibliography. Instead, he asked himself a simple 
question: What did medieval men really make of Alexander? The answer was not 
easy to find; but it was worth secking, for this book, which presents it, is at once a 
profound study of medieval legendary literature and a revealing analysis of the 
medieval mind. Specialists will be impressed by the erudition of the author, whose 
early death has, unfortunately, cut short a career of great promise. The illustrations, 
drawn from many medieval sources, are fascinating. (92) 


BUFFALO BILL and the Wild West. Victor Weybright and Henry Sell. 
Hamish Hamilton, 35s. 1956. 255 cm. 264 pages. Numerous illustrations. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

William F. Cody, hunter, scout and Indian fighter, became a legend in his lifetime 

and spent the latter part of his career re-enacting the adventures of his youth in a 

famous Wild West show. He met the Pope and Queen Victoria, and his portrait 

was painted by Rosa Bonheur. The authors of this sumptuously illustrated, simply 
written story of his life have tried to separate the man from the myth, but have been 
careful not to let it spoil the story. The maps, photographs and woodcuts are richly 

evocative. (92) 


AN ORGAN FOR THE SULTAN. Stanley Mayes. Putnam, 21s. 1956. 
22 cm. 272 pages. 18 illustrations. Drawings in text. Endpaper maps. Index. 
Relying chiefly on contemporary documents and an unpublished diary, Mr. Mayes 
tells the story of Thomas Dallam with scholarly exactitude. Dallam was responsible 
not merely for building a most elaborate and ingenious organ—the gift of Queen 
Elizabeth to the Ottoman Sultan—but for making the long and hazardous journey 
from London to Constantinople in order to set it up in the Seraglio. The account is 
one of extraordinary fascination: the ordinary reader and even the scholar will derive 
from it much new insight into Elizabethan England and the Sultan’s dominions. (92) 


SIR ANTHONY EDEN. William Rees-Mogg. Rockliff, 15s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
116 pages. 20 illustrations. Chronology. Index. 
This latest and shortest of several studies of Sir Anthony Eden published since he 
became Prime Minister is by the chief leader-writer of the Financial Times. He has 
achieved brevity by compressing his account of the international affairs with which 
his subject’s career has been so closely linked and, drawing from many sources, some 
of them not previously available, has concentrated on the analysis of Sir Anthony’s 
character as a private individual and as a great world figure. The ‘enigma’ myth is 
exploded and the reader gains a clearly drawn and satisfying portrait of the man and 
the statesman. (92) 
THE COW JUMPED OVER THE MOON. Private Papers of a 
Psychiatrist. R. S. Ellery. F. W. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus & Robertson 
(London), A18s.9d.: 16s. 1956-7. 225 cm. 288 pages. 
This posthumous autobiography of one of Melbourne’s leading psychiatrists is 
particularly interesting for the light it throws on the growth and acceptance of 
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psychiatric medicine in Australia. In 1923, the year Ellery graduated, the only 
treatment for mental disorders was sedation or restraint, and there was no traini 

of any sort for medical students in the subject. In the twenty-six years which followed 
he was to see psychiatry not only recognised but raised to a major branch of Australian 
medical science, and in this achievement he played a major part. At one time Ellery 
considered undertaking a literary career, and this interest is clearly displayed in the 
book’s unusual style and narrative method. (92) 


THE EMPRESS FREDERICK: Daughter of Queen Victoria. Richard 
Barkeley. Foreword by G. P. Gooch. Macmillan, 30s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 336 pages. 
8 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
The life of the first child of Queen Victoria presents all the material of a poignant 
tragedy. A young woman of strong intellect, trained by an idealist father (whose 
views influenced her through life), she married the Crown Prince Frederick of 
Prussia, by far the most attractive figure in that Court. But the world that seemed 
open before her turned out to be a foreign world in which she was never at home. 
Disliked in Prussian court circles as “the Englishwoman’ whose views were never 
understood, she was a lonely figure throughout her married life. The difficulties of 
her relations with her son, Kaiser Wilhelm II, and with Bismarck form the central 
theme of her life in Germany. The author has made a close study of the known sources, 
though he adds little from unprinted material, and has written a readable, restrained, 
concise, and sympathetic study. (92) 


SURVIVOR’S STORY. Sir Gerald Gibbs. Hutchinson, 18s. 1956. 22 cm. 
182 pages. 44 photographs. 3 maps. 
Air Marshal Sir Gerald Gibbs tells here the story of his long and varied service in 
the R.F.C. and R.A.F. during the two world wars and the eventful years between. 
His most important post was his last: that of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian 
Air Force. At the same time, the account he gives of the use of air forces during the 
Burma Campaign is perhaps the most valuable passage. The author also nee a 
number of shrewd and knowledgeable comments on such subjects as the evolution 
of the Royal Air Force; the Battle of Britain (in which he took a prominent part); 
the work of the United Nations; and the future security of Britain. (92) 


DANIEL HALL: Pioneer in Scientific Agriculture. H. E. Dale. Murray, 21s. 
1956. 22 cm. 252 pages. 7 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Sir Daniel Hall, who died in 1942, was perhaps the most distinguished of the small 
group of agriculturalists who set the pattern for scientific research and agricultural 
education in Great Britain as we know it today. He was in turn, first Principal of 
Wye Agricultural College, Director of the Rothamsted Experimental Station, and 
Director of the John Innes Horticultural Institution. He was always closely concerned 
with the Ministry of Agriculture, both as adviser and administrator, and to him must 
go much of the credit for the foundation of the first Farm Institutes. His biographer, 
the late Harold Dale, a distinguished classical scholar and Civil Servant, was better 
fitted than anyone else to undertake this work, having been a close friend and co- 
administrator since the beginning of this century. It is an excellent book which should 
have a wide appeal in all agricultural and horticultural circles. (92) 


ROBERT HOOKE. Margaret "Espinasse. Heinemann, 21s. 1956. 22 cm. 
204 pages. 16 illustrations. Index. 

Robert Hooke, one of the most remarkable and versatile scientists of that remarkable 

period which saw the foundation of the Royal Society in 1660, has nevertheless 
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received less than his proper share of honour owing mainly to his being seen through 
the eyes of those who, for one reason or another, were personally antagonistic towards 
him. Professor Andrade has written some useful articles on Hooke’s scientific work, 
but Mrs. ’Espinasse’s is the first full-length book attempting to restore Hooke’s credit 
both as a scientist and as a personality. She has carried out her task well and has made 
a considerable contribution to the study of seventeenth-century science. (92) 


ARTHUR KOESTLER. John Atkins. Neville Spearman, 16s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 
224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
In spite of Mr. Koestler’s success as a novelist and essayist, he has never quite shaken 
off a journalistic approach to literature. This fact emerges clearly in a critical study, 
since many of his views concerning modern s>ciety are repeated or amplified from 
one book to another and it is difficult to judge any of them on purely literary merits, 
The present study might be described as an ideological biography. It examines in 
considerable detail the development of Mr. Koestler’s political ideas and, without 
explicitly saying so, indicates that his work appeals primarily as that of a prophet of 
the political tensions of our time. (92). 


FERDINAND DE LESSEPS. A Biographical Study. Charles Beatty. Eyre 
& Spottiswoode, 30s. 1956. 22 cm. 334 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Diagram. 
3 maps. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
This biographical study is based chiefly on the Lesseps documents, Bridier and 
Edgar-Bonnet. Lepére’s paper on the "Canal des Deux Mers’ and Prosper Enfantin, 
‘Father’ of the Saint Simonians, inspired the young de Lesseps with the vision of the 
Suez Canal, and his faith and that determination and courage with which as a young 
diplomat he had faced pestilence and revolution in Syria and Spain carried him in 
triumph through the political opposition of Palmerston and the financial and engineer- 
ing difficulties. De Lesseps’ power to inspire idealism and devotion even in the 
disasters of Panama and his humane welfare services for the workers on the Suez 
Canal show the greatness of his character. The story is conscientiously and well told. 


(92) 


LOUIS XV. The Monarchy in Decline. G. P. Gooch. Longmans, 25s. 1956. 
22-5 cm. 300 pages. 3 illustrations. Bibliographical notes. Index. 
In three previous volumes Dr. Gooch has delighted readers with studies of the 
enlightened autocrats of the eighteenth century. All three, Frederick the Great, 
Maria Theresa, and Catherine the Great, were distinguished by their steady devotion 
to the task of governing their subjects. This pendant to the trilogy is a study in 
contrast. Louis XV, well intentioned but indolent, reigned but never ruled. No one 
knows better than this distinguished historian the memoirs and intimate journals of 
the period. Using them with enviable mastery, an old world charm, and a profound 
historical instinct, Dr. Gooch brings to life the leading personalities of the French 
Court at a time when the monarchy was in decline and the way was being prepared 
for the Revolution. A satisfying study. (92) 


A STUDY OF GEORGE ORWELL: The Man and his Works. 
Christopher Hollis. Hollis & Carter, 18s. 1956. 22-5 cm. 220 pages. Index. 

The most welcome things in this very interesting book are the discussions of Orwell’s 

schooldays and his political outlook. The author was at Eton with Orwell, but the 

treatment of the early schooldays is equally interesting because it is a general discussion 

of the English preparatory school system. Thereafter, the book is a full and valuable 
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assessment of Orwell’s writings. The great books, Homage to Catalonia, Animal Farm 
and Nineteen Eighty-Four, are considered with the essays as commentaries. This is a 
most desirable method as the essays give us Orwell’s most mature thinking; as a 
result, this book is the best we have had on Orwell’s political thinking. Very highly 
recommended as a background to the times and places in which Orwell worked. 
(92) 
PIERRE-JOSEPH PROUDHON. A Biography. George Woodcock. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 28s. 1956 .22°5 cm. 292 pages. 2 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
The reputation of Proudhon, the French social reformer, has tended to be over- 
shadowed by that of Marx. Like Descartes, Proudhon is popularly associated with 
a single much-quoted phrase (‘property is theft’), but in fact his work was voluminous 
and his life an unrelenting struggle against privilege. He perceived and preached the 
fundamental distinction between poverty and pauperism. The latter was a social 
curse; the former, properly defined, was ‘the ideal human condition’. Mr. Woodcock 
has written an extremely interesting and readable biography, which, now that the 
Marxist ideology is showing signs of weakness, may awaken interest in alternative 
theories of social regeneration. (92) 


A LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM RAMSAY, K.C.B., F.R.S. Morris W. 
Travers. Edward Arnold, sos. 1956. 25-5 cm. 316 pages. 12 illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Index. 

There could hardly be anyone more fitted to write the biography of Sir William 

Ramsay than Professor Travers, who in his young days collaborated with him in the 

discovery of the rare gases and who has remained a close friend of the Ramsay 

family. For many years he has been collecting Ramsay’s letters and note-books, and 

a first-class scientific biography is the result. Chemists will be particularly interested 

in the chapters in which the discoveries of argon, helium, neon, krypton and xenon, 

and Ramsay’s work on radium are described in detail, with many facsimiles from 
letters and laboratory note-books. Much of the book will be heavy going for the 
ordinary reader, but it will prove fascinating to those with a little acquaintance with 

the chemistry involved. (92) 


BERNARD SHAW: His Life, Work and Friends. St. John Ervine. Constable, 
$0. 1956. 245 cm. 640 pages. 31 illustrations. Index. 
Among the numerous writings occasioned by the hundredth anniversary of Bernard 
Shaw’s birth date (26 July 1856) St. John Ervine’s detailed study alone adds materially 
to a body of information that was already extensive. The author’s forty years’ 
friendship with the great dramatist and access since his death to the unpublished 
diaries give this book unique authority. Mr. Ervine’s admiration and affection for 
Shaw, generously displayed, are balanced by a strong critical sense which impels 
him to express dissent from certain of Shaw’s opinions and actions. He gives not only 
an unvarnished portrait of the central figure, but also a large gallery of subsidiary 
sketches of those persons, public and private, who moved in the Shaw circle. The 
frequently disputatious and pugnacious nature of the book has lengthened it unduly, 
but what is of basic and permanent value is not seriously impaired by the occasional 
irrelevancies. (92) 


JESTING APOSTLE. The Life of Bernard Shaw. Stephen Winsten. 
Hutchinson, 21s. 1956. 23-5 cm. 232 pages. 33 illustrations. Index. 


As his near neighbour in later years, and sometime confidant, Mr. Winsten had 
many opportunities of gathering material for the three books he has so far written 
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on Bernard Shaw. His latest volume essays a full biography and is notable for including 
some hitherto unpublished letters. It is well stocked with anecdotes and displays a 
respectworthy pious devotion, but it lacks critical discrimination and its picturesque 
style may daunt readers familiar with Shaw’s own excellently plain prose. The 
author aims to present the ‘private’ Shaw, who was not, however, as the publishers’ 
blurb mistakenly declares, ‘more interesting in every respect than the characters the 
dramatist created’. (92) 


THE QUICK AND THE DEAD. W. A. Waterton. Muller, 15s, 
1956. 20°5 cm. 238 pages. 29 illustrations. 
Test pilots are courageous men accustomed to expressing their opinions of aircraft, 
and Squadron-Leader Waterton, with several records to his credit, comes high in 
this category. Sometimes his criticisms seem harsh but they cannot all be disregarded, 
Towards the end of his service with the Royal Air Force Waterton was posted to 
the High Speed Flight. After contributing to the achievement of the air speed record, 
he joined the Gloster Aircraft Company and for seven years was their Chief Test 
Pilot. His test and exhibition flying took him to many parts of the world and he 
recounts his experiences in a vigorous style and without reserve. Although perhaps a 
little too outspoken in parts, the book is well worth reading. (92) 


WHO’S WHO IN ART. 8th edition. Art Trade Press, 60s. 1956. 19 cm. 
898 pages. 
Biographies of over 4,000 leading men and women in the contemporary world of 
art: artists, designers, craftsmen, critics, writers, teachers, collectors and curators are 
included in this edition, issued two years after its predecessor. The entries include 
particulars of publications, work in permanent collections, official purchases, where 
work has been exhibited and where reproduced. The subjects are mainly British 
but a selection of distinguished names from overseas has been incorporated. There 
are over 600 facsimiles of artists’ signatures and an obituary section. (927) 


Ancient Rome 
DAILY LIFE IN ANCIENT ROME. The People and the City at the 
Height of the Empire. Jér6me Carcopino. Edited with bibliography and notes 
by Henry T. Rowell. Translated from the French by E. O. Lorimer. Reprint. 
Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 350 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 
This book, first published in English in 1941, contains valuable chapters on essential 
matter for students of Roman history and law, and will help those puzzled by obscure 
passages in Livy and Cicero. Formerly at the Sorbonne and then Director of the 
French School at Rome, Professor Carcopino is a member of the Académie des 
Inscriptions and of the Académie Frangaise, and an associate of other historical institutes 
in Europe and South America. Sources of information are provided as well as 
comprehensive annotations. The style is clear and the translation good. (937) 


World War II 


GRAND STRATEGY. Vol. V. August 1943-September 1944. John Ehrman. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 42s. 1956. 25 cm. 652 pages. 11 illustrations. Chart. 9 ma 
in colour. wf maps in colour. Tables. Chronology. Index. (History of t 
Second World War: United Kingdom Military Series) 

This volume is the fifth of a series of six on grand strategy or the central direction of 

the war. It opens with the Anglo-American Conference at Quebec at which the 

Allied offensive in Europe was planned and closes with the check sustained at Arnhem, 
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which delayed the beginning of the full offensive against Japan. The account then 
deals with the development of these plans, but the actual operations are treated only 
in outline as these will be fully covered in separate volumes. The story cannot be 
other than intricate and sometimes complex, but it is dealt with in the only form of 
value to the historian and the student. It is hardly a book for the general reader. 
(940°54) 
BLACKBURN’S HEADHUNTERS. Philip Harkins. Cassell, 16s. 1956. 
20°5 cm. 336 pages. Map. 
Donald Blackburn was an officer in the United States Army and this story, based 
on his diary, tells of his adventures in the jungle after the fall of Bataan during World 
War II. Blackburn escaped from the Japanese and moved secretly through the island 
of Luzon, organising at great personal risk the resistance of the natives. Many months 
later his guerrilla army of headhunters was ready and, under Blackburn’s leadership, 
took part in the final successful offensive. It is a story of courage, loneliness and 
determination in a country where danger lurked in jungle and village. The book 
should appeal to all classes of reader. (940-542) 


THE PRIVILEGED NIGHTMARE. Giles Romilly and Michael Alexander. 
Reprint. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1956. 18 cm. 252 pages 7 photographs. Map. Paper 
covers. 

Sir Winston Churchill’s nephew, Giles Romilly, was taken prisoner at Narvik in 

1940 while on a mission as a journalist. Michael Alexander was captured in 1942 

behind the enemy lines in the Western Desert. First published two years ago, this 

story of their trials as Prominente or special prisoners of the Germans at Colditz Castle 

and elsewhere is among the most graphic of its kind inspired by World War II. 


(940-547) 
Scotland 


INTERCEPTED POST. Letters written at the time of Prince Charles Edward’s 
descent upon the Lowlands of Scotland, his stay in Edinburgh, and his march to 
Carlisle. August-December 1745. Edited by Donald Nicholas. Bodley Head, 16s. 
1956. 22°5 cm. 1§2 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 

This interesting addition to the source materials available for the 1715 Rising consists 

of about a hundred letters written by quite ordinary Scottish folk of the time. They 

give a vivid impression of the way these people reacted to the stirring events in which 
they found themselves involved. The editor found them copied into an eighteenth 
century manuscript volume chanced upon in a bookseller’s catalogue. Research 
showed that the original letters still exist. They are now printed for the first time. 

The editor’s explanatory notes, in the form of a running commentary, link the 

letters into a connected narrative. and show his deep knowledge of the subject. A 

useful addition to the social history of Scotland. (941) 


Britain 

A HISTORY OF LANCASHIRE with Maps and Pictures. J. J. Bagley. 
Darwen Finlayson, 15s. cloth; 6s. limp covers. 1956. 25°5 cm. 64 pages. 
8 illustrations. 17 maps by D. H. Birch. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Bagley combines experience as a university lecturer with enthusiasm for the 

local history of Lancashire. He places the county securely ‘into the background of 

British history’ and, in doing so, makes considerable use of maps, each of which 

appears on the same double page as the relevant text. The topics, from “Roman 

Lancashire’ to “Changes in the last hundred years’, are treated in sufficient detail 
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without the text being overloaded with names and dates. The maps, black outline 
with the special information in red, make their points clearly with neat symbols. 
This is an informative and stimulating outline of county history—the first in a new 
series—for general readers and, as a textbook of local studies, for schools. (942-72) 


MANANNAN’S ISLE. David Craine. The Manx Museum and National 
Trust (Douglas, Isle of Man), 15s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 256 pages. 8 illustrations. Map. 
Index. 

This collection of historical essays treats of various aspects of the ancient culture of 

the Isle of Man and its fascinating story. Nothing is here of legend or fairy tale; 

the book consists of accounts, painstakingly delved from old records, of such subjects 
as Manx witchcraft, early doctors, the Lords of the Isle, carly settlers in America, 

Captains of the Parish, Church and Clergy in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries, the Great Enquest, the prison of St. German’s, and the Potato Riots of 

1825. For all on whom the island has cast its spell this book is a real delight. The 

author, a retired schoolmaster, is Vice-Chairman of the Manx Museum and Inter- 

national President of the Celtic Congress. The illustrations are reproductions of 

eighteenth-century water-colours by “Warwick’ Smith. (942-89) 


Poland 


A HISTORY OF POLAND. O. Halecki. Translated from the Polish by 
Monica Gardner and Mary Corbridge-Patkaniowska. Revised edition. Dent, 215. 
1956. 21-5 cm. 374 pages. Index. 

This book, by a distinguished Polish historian now resident in America, first appeared 

in English in 1942. The new edition contains additional chapters on Poland during 

and after the Second World War. Although both language and printing are some- 
times faulty, this is probably the best one-volume history of Poland in English. It is 
remarkable for its masterly compression and deep understanding of the whole 
tangled story, and especially for giving full weight to the earlier and less well-known 
periods of Poland’s formation and “Golden Age’. Polish internal and external problems 
from 1918 to 1939 are also clearly set out. (943-8) 


FICTION 
General 
DOCTOR UNDERGROUND. Caroline Cory. Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 222 pages. 

This novel tells the story of a young English woman doctor, Pamela Cloud, who 
goes to visit a great-aunt in Paris in the spring of 1940, and is caught up in the Nazi 
invasion. Her aunt is killed in an air-raid and Pamela is arrested. After three years in 
a detention camp she is released and soon finds herself working with the Resistance. 
This she continues to do until the end of the war. The story, told in the first person, 
is of a constant battle of wits in enemy-occupied territory against a background of 
danger and sudden death. It makes exciting reading. 


A CASE OF EYE SHADOW and Other Stories. Elizabeth de Vegh. 
Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 206 pages. 

The author of these fourteen stories is an American woman married to an Hungarian 

emigré. She writes from a rich fund of experience which is illuminated by her 

knowledge of modern psychological theories. Each story is a character sketch in 

miniature and the interest lies more in the interplay of feeling than in external events. 

The subtle contest between two women for a child’s love; a camouflaged attempt by 
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a schoolmistress to sap the character of a pupil; a husband's unwitting destruction of 
his wife’s personality—these and similar subjects are developed in an easy style 
spiced occasionally with an agreeable humour. 


THE BUNYIP OF BARNEY’S ELBOW. Brian James. Angus & 

Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), A16s.: 138.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 218 pages. 
In his third book of short stories, Brian James shows himself as a successor to the 
great Australian story writers, Henry Lawson and Tom Collins. He is gifted with a 
sardonic sense of humour that lightens his work and creates characters that live in 
every word and gesture. In an easy and lucid style, that of the spoken rather than 
the written word, his stories present facets of Australian country and small town life 
in vivid relief, and his sympathetic insight and ability to sense the essentials of cach 
story make his work both entertaining and satisfying. 


GUESTS OF WAR. Robin Jenkins. Macdonald, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
286 pages. 

Humorous and moving by turns, this book is written with the skill and insight 
characteristic of Mr. Jenkins’s work. It describes the impact of war-time evacuees 
from the slums of a Scottish city on the life of a small country town and has the 
vividness and immediacy of a documentary while engaging attention also at deeper 
levels in its revelation of what the experience means in the inner lives of the characters, 
among whom interest centres on Bell McShelvie who has longed to escape from slum 
life, but has the clarity of vision to realise ultimately her duty to return to it. 


ALL HONORABLE MEN. David Karp. Gollancz, 15s. 1956. 20°5 cm. 
318 pages. 

The governing body of an academic Institute investigate the political loyalty of a 
prospective member of the staff. The head of the Institute, a Liberal, agrees, in the 
belief that truth and justice will prevail. Too late, he learns that they will not, unless 
the price is paid in blood. It takes a suicide to cure him of his intellectual vanity and 
turn him into a grim and wily fighter for the cause that he believes in. Brilliantly 
contrived, this novel gives a fresh twist to a theme no longer new and keeps the 
reader guessing til! the finish. 


THE SWEETBREAD and Other Stories. Michelle Maurois. Translated 

from the French by Jean Stewart. Michael Joseph, 128.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 232 pages. 
Michelle Maurois, the gifted daughter of André Maurois, writes with skill of the 
foibles and eccentricities of French society. An accurate observer, she presents her 
characters without comment, allowing them to reveal themselves in a series of 
situations designed to bring out the traits she wishes to emphasise. The stories range 
from the farcical in ‘Perfect Harmony’ to the pathetic in “Love Letters’. Several of 
them display a caustic wit. Two stories, “The Wedding Present’ and “The Truffles’ 
are excellent examples in the de Maupassant tradition. The translation reads well and 


achieves the difficult task of conveying a strongly French atmosphere in fluent, easy 
English. 


TO THE HUSTINGS. Election Scenes from English Fiction. H. G. Nicholas. 
Cassell, 18s. 1956. 21 cm. 360 pages. 

Present-day elections are comparatively sedate affairs, but there was a time when 

they abounded in roughness, corruption and malpractice. It is not surprising, therefore, 

that some of the best English novelists of the r9th century turned to them for material. 

Mr. Nicholas’s selection from their work is admirable. The passages fall into two 
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groups, satirical and realistic. The former are represented by Dickens, Thomas Love 
Peacock, Disraeli and, in lesser degree, Samuel Warren; the latter by George Eliot, 
Trollope and some half a dozen others. They make vivid and entertaining readi 
for the layman as well as for the student of politics, and Mr. Nicholas’s admirable 
analysis of the background to his selection will be of value to both. 


TOWN AND CITY. Tales and Sketches. David Rowbotham. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia and London), Ar$s.: 13s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 144 pages. 
In these stories David Rowbotham shows himself as skilled an observer and interpreter 
of life in the more disreputable quarters of the city as he is of the deceptive placidity 
of the small Australian country town. He sees people and places as they are and, while 
maintaining a detached attitude towards them, manages to convey their tragic or 
humorous aspects, with considerable power. His style is marked by conciseness, 

achieved without affecting a very pleasing natural rhythm. 


A CERTAIN SMILE. Frangoise Sagan. Translated from the French by 
Irene Ash. Murray, 8s.6d. 1956. 19°5 cm. 136 pages. ; 
Mlle. Sagan’s second novel again describes the love affair of a middle-aged Frenchman, 
seen through the eyes of a young girl, who this time is not only the narrator but the 
partner. Her writing is at once easy and sharp-witted, and she moves with complete 
assurance in the world of amorous intrigue of the well-to-do French bourgeoisie. 
One may admire the brilliance with which this theme is presented and at the same 
time feel that the author gives the whole subject a rather exaggerated importance. 


BURKE STREET. George Scott-Moncrieff. Richard Paterson (Edinburgh), 
8s.6d. 1956. 22-5 cm. 78 pages. Illustrations and endpaper drawings by Patrick 
Nuttgens. 

Good books are coming from Edinburgh nowadays and this is a particularly good 
one. The writer invents a tiny street of eight houses on the edge of the university 
area. The houses are 18th and early roth century, but the book is about the people 
who lived in them only thirty years ago. As narrator, living in one of the houses 
himself, he writes affectionately of the professors and artists and their families who 
inhabit the others. Attractively written, with illustrations and typography gracefully 
reflecting its mood, the book is a celebration of academic and artistic life in Edinburgh 
at that time. 


SHADOW OF AUTHORITY. Robert Waller. Cape, 13s.6d. 1956. 19-5 cm. 
224 pages. 
A Bnitish State Publishing Authority in the year 1980 is the subject of Mr. Waller’s 
satire on the future. The vision is a depressing rather than a menacing one: there has 
been no violent change in other walks of life and the publishing industry is being 
rescued from sheer bankruptcy rather than reorganised with any overt authoritarian 
motive. The satire, entertaining in itself, is directed more at the bureaucrat than at 
the writer. The author has a keen eye for the inherent weaknesses of the cultural 
organisations of today and shows plenty of imagination in projecting their circum- 
stances a generation ahead. 
Reprints 
THE NIGGER OF THE ‘NARCISSUS’. TYPHOON. THE 
SHADOW-LINE. Joseph Conrad. Introduction by A. J. Hoppé. Reprint. 
Dent, 7s. 1956. 18-5 cm. 320 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 
These three short novels are stories of the sea, as closely observed and as characteristic 
of this great novelist as they are deeply moving, for they are based on his own 
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experiences as a ship’s officer. The sailing ship in the first, the steamship in the second, 
suffer terrible ordeals by tempest; the haunted sailing ship in the third is helplessly 
becalmed. The author himself has stated his themes: ‘the vibration of life in the great 
world of waters, in the hearts of the simple men who have for ages traversed its 
solitudes and also that something sentient which seems to dwell in ships’. 


FANNY BY GASLIGHT. Michael Sadleir. Reprint. Pan Books, 3s.6d. 
1956. 18cm. 384 pages. Paper covers. 

This absorbing story of mid-Victorian London first appeared in 1940. The adventures 
of Fanny Harper, a poor girl who, by force of circumstances, is left unprotected in a 
hard world, is well known to film-goers, many of whom are likely to welcome the 
opportunity of reading the tale in its original form. Apart from the attraction of the 
narrative, the novel is of special interest for its author’s high reputation for scholarly 
care and accuracy in presenting historical detail. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
SHEILA BURTON: DENTAL ASSISTANT. Anne Barrett. Bodley 
Head, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 190 pages. (Bodley Head Career Books for Girls) 

Sheila loved exact, precise things, such as laboratory apparatus and her father’s 
engraving tools. The story carries her from school to London and a training at a 
dental hospital. Her friendships, setbacks and opportunities are skilfully used to give 
the enquiring older girl a good idea of the profession and at the same time should 
both amuse and interest those whose inclinations may lie elsewhere. 


MINNIE THE MONGOOSE. Michaela Denis. W. H. Allen, 4s.6d. 1956. 
18-5 cm. 46 pages. Illustrations in colour by Mary Brooks. 

A pleasant little story about a baby mongoose who is nearly caught by a hawk, but 
is rescued and given to a kind lady. Minnie has a great deal of fun in her new home, 
and many adventures. She is taken to England, where she has more fun and even 
appears on television. Subsequently she meets another mongoose, Tippy, and returns 
to Africa, where the two live happily ever after. It makes attractive reading for the 
very young, and the illustrations, which are plentiful, are excellent. 


THE DEANS DIVE FOR TREASURE. Kathleen Fidler. Lutterworth 
Press, 6s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 152 pages. Illustrations by Reg Forster. 

One of a series which follows the entertaining Deans family through mysteries and 
dangers at home and elsewhere, the present book describes the discovery of under- 
water treasure. The scene is set in the Isle of Man and their sporting aunt, an inspector 
from Liverpool and other familiar characters assist the children to reach a satisfactory 
conclusion to their holidays there. Pleasant reading for boys and girls from ten 
onwards. ; 


ANGELO GOES TO THE CARNIVAL. David Fletcher. Hutchinson, 
10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 152 pages. Illustrations by Doritie Kettlewell. 

The houses, shops and streets of Syracuse, and the life of hotel keeper and milliner, 
shoe-cleaner and tramp, all serve as background to a most charming narrative which 
children and grown-ups should appreciate for its sincerity. Angelo is a foundling; 
his foster parents leave him while they go on holiday. He earns, by honest if unusual 
means, the parts of a costume which eventually brings him a first prize and, more 
important still, the guardianship of a kindly old lady. Humour, some pathos and a 
sense of Italian sunshine infuse a tale which should greatly please children of 7-10. 
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WEST INDIAN FOLK-TALES. ANANSI STORIES. Tales from 
West Indian Folk-lore retold for English Children. Lucille Iremonger. Harrap, 
5s. 1956. 19 cm. 64 pages. 8 illustrations by Michael Ross. 

These traditional stories are simply and effectively told. Human and animal 

characters, their exploits and adventures are the subjects of a narrative marked by a 

feeling for atmosphere and humour. Suitable for the younger child. 


A PINCH OF SALT. Janet McNeill. Faber, 9s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 100 pages. 
Illustrations by Rowel Friers. 

Originality and a smoothness of narration distinguish the tales in this book. A playful 

sea serpent, a sensible March hare, the man wuo married a witch, the adventures of 

two china dogs—whatever the subject, the author thoroughly enjoys her story- 

telling and the younger reader, or listener, should do so, too. 


WHEEL IN SPACE. Patrick Moore. Lutterworth Press, 6s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 
152 pages. Frontispiece. (Space Adventure Series) 

An adventure story based on the first step that man is likely to take towards the 
stars—the building of a ‘space station’ as a refuelling point on the way to the moon. 
Young Stephen Wade, on holiday after winning a scholarship to the university, finds 
himself involved in the struggle between the men who are building the space station 
and the ‘Disrupters’ who are trying to sabotage it. There is plenty of action and 
excitement and the story is not overburdened with complicated science. It should 
appeal to young readers of 11-14 with a leaning towards space-fiction-cum- 
adventure reading. 


Non-Fiction 


THE WINTER BOOK FOR BOYS. Burke, 8s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 
144 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

It is a good idea to give a seasonal slant to this volume of practical instruction and 

advice on a variety of subjects—for example, “Your Own Workshop’, hiking in 

winter, fencing, how to make films, lino cuts or a pocket crystal set. Information and 

clarity are the aim of both text and illustrations, and the large format is attractive. 

Boys of ten upwards should find the book welcome and useful. 


THE WINTER BOOK FOR GIRLS. Edited by Heather Dean. Burke, 
8s.6d. 1956. 25-5 cm. 144 pages. Numerous illustrations. 


In this miscellany for girls of twelve and over a helpful article on skating, another on 
how to make puppets, suggestions for party games, and notes on etiquette mingle 
with articles by experts on their particular subjects—for instance, Diana Mason of 
the Olympic Horse Trials, or Rowena Jackson of Sadlers Wells Ballet, or Victor 
Silvester of ballroom dancing fame. The style is easy and informative and there are 
many practical suggestions for the older girl. Many good illustrations add to the 
book’s attraction. 


IRON AND STEEL TO-DAY. John Dearden. 2nd edition. Oxford 
University Press, 12s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 272 pages. 42 photographs. 34 diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Pageant of Progress Series, No. 13) 

Iron and Steel To-day gives a readable account of the making and processing of iron 

and steel. The quotations of rolling speeds, horse-power, etc., are perhaps too 

numerous for non-specialised readers, and the chapter on iron founding does not 
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place mechanisation in its true perspective; it is doubtful, for example, if the statement 
that ‘most cupolas are charged’ is true. Nevertheless, the book is useful reading for 
young people in their later teens who are interested in acquiring a general knowledge 
of the subject or who are just beginning metallurgical or engineering studies. 


THE BARBARY PIRATES. C. S. Forester. Macdonald, 8s.6d. 1956. 
20° cm. 190 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Charles J. Mazoujian. 
Endpaper drawing. Index. (Landmark Books) 

This series aims at making history vivid for the younger reader by presenting it in 
story form. Mr. Forester tells of the Barbary States, whose prosperity depended 
almost entirely on war, and of the success they achieved for centuries. It was not 
until the early 1800's that peace and security came to the Mediterranean, and although 
many nations contributed to this, the main factors were the determined policy of 
the newly-founded United States of America and the equally determined actions 
fought by its young Navy. This is as much the story of the birth of the U.S. Navy 
as it is the history of the Barbary pirates. It makes excellent and informative reading 
for the 13-year-old and upwards. 


JUDY’S AND ANDREW’S BOOK OF THE SEASHORE. 
Muriel Goaman. Faber, 8s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 32 pages. 4 colour plates by John 
Haines. 

An excellent introduction to seashore natural history for children between 8 and 
12 years old. The style is simple, the descriptions are clear, and anecdote is used in a 
restrained and telling way. The sections treat successively rock pools, sandy shores, 
seaweeds, flowers and birds; a final section on types of shores introduces some 
general thoughts to readers and stimulates them to ask how the differences between 
salt marsh, shingle, sand and rocks have come about. The illustrations are clear and 
each has a pen-and-ink drawing as a key to the animals and flowers shown on it. 


MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS. Emily Hahn. Macdonald, 8s.6d. 1956. 
20°§ cm. 190 pages. Illustrations in colour by Walter Buehr. Endpaper drawing. 
Index. (Landmark Books) 

Mary, Queen of Scots—beautiful, gay, brave and unfortunate—had all the qualities 

which attract the young, and her life is particularly suitable for inclusion in the 

Landmark series. Miss Hahn, while doing full justice to its romance and tragedy, yet 

tells her story with fairness to all. The mysteries of Kirk o’ Fields and the Casket 

Letters are not easy to set forth for young readers, but she explains them, and also 

the complex dynastic and political relationships of her subject, with praiseworthy 

simplicity. History teachers may wish that she had omitted her final chapter, with 

its somewhat anachronistic view of the underlying struggle. Children of 11-14, 

however, are unlikely to be sufficiently interested in theories of history to be misled; 

and for them this book can be warmly recommended. 


MANKIND AGAINST THE KILLERS. James Hemming. Longmans, 153. 
1956. 20 cm. 244 pages. Numerous photographs. Diagrams. Maps. Index. 

Dr. Brock Chisholm, when Director-General of the World Health Organization, 

wrote the foreword to this fascinating account of the age-old struggle against disease. 

It begins with the various forms of life and the battle for existence and goes on to 

the discovery of germs as the causative agents of disease, the means by which they 

spread infection, and the development of weapons against them. Finally Mr. 


635 








Hemming describes, with many fine illustrations, the campaigns now being waged 
against disease by the World Health Organisation. Written for young people in their 
early teens, this can be warmly recommended to all ages looking for an interesting 
book about the conquest of disease. 


SEABIRDS. Eric Leyland. Edmund Ward, 4s. 1956. 14 cm. 64 pages. 
Illustrations (some in colour) by John T. Kenney (‘Truth in a Tale’ Series, No. 12) 
This should form an ideal introduction to seabirds for children between the ages 
of 7 and 11. The information about identification and habits of our commoner 
seabirds is imparted painlessly in the story of two children’s visit to their ornithologist 
uncle on the west coast of Scotland. Considering the small size of the book a 
surprising amount of accurate facts is included and the colour plates give the birds 

on a sufficiently large scale for the various diagnostic points to be well shown. 


THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT FAMOUS VOYAGES IN SMALL 
BOATS. John Merrett. Muller, 7s.6d. 1956. 19 cm. 140 pages. Illustrations .by 
F. Stocks May. 

Written for boys and girls of 10-14, this is a series of stirring open-boat narratives, 

ranging from Captain Bligh’s 4,000-mile ordeal in the 18th century to Dr. Bombard’s 

single-handed journey across the Atlantic in 1952 ina tiny rubber dinghy. Sometimes 

the adventures were sought deliberately, sometimes otherwise; they are all graphically 


told. 


ALL ABOUT LANGUAGE. Mario Pei. Bodley Head, 12s.6d. 1956. 21 cm. 
176 pages. 4 maps. Index. 

This book aims at stimulating, in the young reader, an interest in languages, their 
origins, variety, inter-relationship, development and usage. It is an enormous field, 
but the author has wisely confined himself to main principles and easily-digested 
everyday illustrations. All the main world languages are nevertheless considered and 
very many others are woven into the pattern of the book. It should interest all 
thoughtful young people of 14 and upwards. For the somewhat older reader a 
selected bibliography of further reading would have been useful, but its absence 
does not detract from the value of the volume as an introduction to a fascinating and 
increasingly important subject. 


WHEN THEY WERE GIRLS. Girlhood Stories of Fourteen Famous 

Women. Patrick Pringle. Harrap, 10s.6d. 1956. 20-5 cm. 208 pages. 17 illustrations. 
Chapters dealing with famous women, Fanny Burney, Elizabeth Fry, Jenny Lind, 
Marie Curie, to name a few, make up this pleasantly written book. It should interest 
the girl of sixteen or more and perhaps be useful for set holiday reading or study 
purposes. Information is given in a straightforward manner and the author has 
avoided the note of patronage which sometimes enters such a compilation. 


WONDERS OF THE HUMAN BODY. Anthony Ravielli. Harrap, 
gs.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 126 pages. Numerous illustrations by the author. 
This interesting picture book, suitable for young readers of 11-15, briefly describes 
the structure and working of the human body. By means of analogies with the 
familiar objects of childhood, the author succeeds in clarifying a difficult subject, 
using the method in the helpful two-colour drawings as well as in the text. The 
bones, muscles, nervous, respiratory and digestive systems are discussed as parts of 
a complex machine which moves and which gives and receives messages. 
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NEWSPAPERS TO-DAY. Alan Pitt Robbins. Oxford University Press, 
128.6d. 1956. 22°5 cm. 152 pages. 31 illustrations. Index. (Pageant of Progress Series, 
No. 21) 

Every aspect of present-day newspaper production in Britain is admirably described 
and its part in the whole process cogently explained in this excellent book for young 
readers well into their teens. The author has wide knowledge and long experience of 
editorial work and its problems, but he emphasises that a good newspaper is the 
product of the combined efforts of all departments and gives due place to the 
indispensable contributions of the mechanical, advertising, distributive and other 
members of the team. Chapters on Newspaper Organisations, Training for Journalism 
and Journalism as a Career give the essential facts as well as valuable advice and there 
is an interesting forecast of The Newspaper of the Future. The illustrations are 
admirably chosen to complement the text. 


ROMAN BRITAIN. R. R. Sellman. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1956. 21-5 cm. 
68 pages. Illustrations by Alan Sorrell and the author. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
(Methuen’s Outlines) 

Recent archaeological researches, of which the author has availed himself, have 
made it possible to present an authentic if not yet complete picture of Roman Britain 
from 50 A.D. to 450 A.D. The work of the archaeologist and the evidence to be 
deduced from his finds is first outlined. An admirable feature of the book is the 
emphasis given to the way of life of the Britons before, during and after the Roman 
occupation. The extent of Romanisation can thus be seen in village and town life, 
in industry, trade, art and architecture. Clear maps, plans and outline drawings 
effectively illustrate these topics, and young readers aa 12 to 17 will find this book 
increasingly interesting during their school life. 


SCIENTIFIC WONDERS OF THE ATOMIC AGE. Edited by 
John W. R. Taylor. Foreword by Sir John D. Cockcroft. Macdonald, 15s. 1956. 
28 cm. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Tables. 

This attractively produced book describes the progress which has been made in six 

vitally important scientific fields: nuclear energy, high-speed flight, rockets and space 

travel, astronomy, electronics and cinematography. Each article is the work of a 

well-known expert and is written in a style which can be easily understood and 

enjoyed by intelligent older children. The book is well illustrated and will be of 
interest to those young people—and to many adults, too—who have little scientific 


or technical training but who wish to understand something of the wonders of 
modern science. 


USE YOUR HANDS! A Book of Crafts and Hobbies for Boys. Guy R. 
Williams. Chapman & Hall, 10s.6d. 1956. 22 cm. 166 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. 

A well-conceived book of advice to boys interested in handicrafts. It is written in 
simple, clear language and illustrated with some thirty-seven pages of diagrams and 
drawings. Sixteen pages are devoted to the planning of a workshop and the remainder 
to fourteen crafts ranging from modelling and plaster-casting to book-binding, wood 
carving and model theatres. The author's experience as a teacher of art and handi- 
crafts in a London school vouches for the practical value of the advice given. 
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